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It is observed that the procedure of conducting General Examination of the
charged official by the Inquiring Authority in terms of Rule 9(21) of Railway Servants
(Discipline & Appeal) Rules, 1968 is not being followed and this is a major
procedural lapse.

As per Rule 9(21) of Railway Servants (Discipline & Appeal) Rules 1968 “The
inquiring authority may, after the railway servant closes his case, and shall, if the
railway servant has not examined himself, generally question him on the
circumstances appearing against him in the evidence for the purpose of enabling the
railway servant to explain any circumstances appearing in the evidence against him”

Hence, it is advised that henceforth the procedure of conducting the General
Examination of the charged official with the Inquiry Authority as per the Rules laid
down in Rule 9(21) of Railway Servants (Discipline & Appeal) Rules, 1968 may be
strictly followed.
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