
   

 

 

 

दक्षिण रेलवे Southern Railway 

प्रधान मुख्य काक्षमिक अक्षधकारी कायािलय 

Office of the Principal Chief Personnel Officer 

  प्रधान कायािलय, काक्षमिक क्षवभाग, चेनै्न-600003  

  Headquarters, Personnel Department, Chennai-600003 
 

 

सं/No: P(R) 563 / P / Sports    दिन ंक/Dated: 08.07.2025 

 
 
All PHODs/ DRMs/ CWMs/ CEWE/ CAO/ CPM/ PDA/ Dy.CPOs/ Sr.DPOs/ Secy to GM, 
Chairman/RRB/MAS,TVC, Addl.Registrar/RCT/MAS, Secretary/RRT/MAS, 
Principal MDZTI/TPJ, SRCETC/TBM, ZETTC/AVD, 
DPOs/SPOs/WPOs/APOs of HQ/Divisions /Workshops/Units. 
 
 

दिषय/Sub:Revocation of suspension of Wrestling Federation of India 
(WFI) and recognition of WFI as National Sports Federation 
(NSF) in wrestling. 

 
     ***  

A copy of the Railway Board’s letter No. 2024/E(Sports)/4(3)/19/Misc. (E.O.3485404) 
dated 30.05.2025 on the above subject is enclosed for information, guidance, and necessary 
action. 

Railway Board’s letters dated 18.01.2024, 10.01.2025 and Ministry of Youth Affairs 
and Sports letter dated 10.03.2025 referred to therein is enclosed for ready reference. 

संलग्नक/Encl. 11 pages 

 

                               /Asst Personnel Officer /  IR & Trg. 

कृत ेप्रमुकाधि/For Principal Chief Personnel Officer 

 

प्रधतधलधि/Copy to: The General Secretary/SRMU 

 The General Secretary / DREU 
 The General Secretary/AISCTREA 
 The General Secretary/AIOBCREA 
 The General Secretary/NFIR 
 IT Section/PB/HQ - to upload in the SR website. 

PBC No.  142 / 2025 
RBE No.    48 / 2025 
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RBE No. 48 

Clarification I Corrigendum No. 134 

in«1" ~H<f>l~/GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

ffl if~IMQ/MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS 

~~/RAILWAY BOARD) 

No. 2024/E(Sports)/4 (3)/19/Misc. (E.O.No.3485404) 

The General Managers (P), 

New Delhi 30.05.2025 

Alf Zonal Railways and Production and other units. 

Sub: Revocation of suspension of Wrestling Federation of India (Wi=I) and recognition 

of WFI as National Sports Federation (NSF) in wrestling. 

Ref:- i) This office letter No. 2023/E(Sports)/RSPB/5/6/WSG dated 18.01.2024. 

ii) This office letter of even number dated 10.01.2025. 

iii) Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports letter No. 51-2/2023 SP III dated 

10.03.2025. 

Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports vide letter dated 24.12.2023 had suspended_ the 

Executive Commit.tee (EC) _of the WFI and instructed WFI to abstain from administering and 

managing the day-to-day activities of the Federation with immediate effect till further 

orders. Accordingly, the validity status of certificates issued. by WFI for National· Wrestling 

Championships for various age categories organized by the suspended WFI was communicated 

vide this office's letter mentioned under.reference (i) & (ii) above. 

2. Now, Ministry of Youth· Affairs and Sports vide letter dated 10.03.2025 has revoked 

the suspension of EC of WFI and restored the recognition of WFI as National Sports 

Federation with immediate effect. 

3. . In view of above, it has been decided that certificates -0f sports achievements issued 

for the events conducted by WFI or its affiliated units after 10.03.2025, shall be considered 

for recruitment, incentives and all other establishment matters, as per Board's extant policy . 

• ~~lf 

No. 2024/E(Sports)/4 (3)/19/Misc. 

Copy to: 

{Ravinder Kumar) 

Deputy Directo,./ Estt.(Sports) 

New Delhi, Dated 30.05.2025 

1 The General Secretary, AIRF, 4, State Entry Road, New Delhi. 

2. !he General Secretary, NFIR, 3, Chelmsford Road, New Delhi. 



                                                                                         

 

No. 2023/E(Sports)/RSPB/5/6/WSG                                                           New Delhi, Dated  18.01.2024 

The Hony. General Secretaries, 

All Concerned Railway Sports Associations. 

 

Sub: - Senior National Wrestling (Free Style, Greco Roman & Women Wrestling)      

           Championship-2023. 

Ref : MYAS’s letter dated 51-2/2023-SP-III dated 07.01.2024. 

                                                       ******* 

 

 Vide above referred letter, Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports has informed that Indian Olympic 

Association (IOA) has appointed an ad-hoc committee to oversee and supervise the operations of 

Wrestling Federation of India (WFI) including inter alia, the responsibility of scheduling and hosting 

competitions. It has also been informed that any championships or competitions organized by any other 

suspended members of the WFI will be treated as unsanctioned and unrecognized competitions. 

Certificates of participation and medals won in championships conducted by the WFI will be of no 

consequence and will not be considered for eligibility under any scheme of the government or 

appointment to government jobs.  

2. It has also been informed in the above referred letter that until further orders, only National 

Wrestling Championships for various age categories organized under the supervision of the IOA-

appointed ad-hoc committee for wrestling will be treated as sanctioned and recognized championships 

and all government benefits will only accrue to the sportspersons participating in such National 

Championships organized by the ad-hoc committee. 

3. The ad-hoc committee has entrusted RSPB the responsibility of organizing the Senior National 

Championships. Accordingly, the 2023 Senior National Wrestling (Free Style, Greco Roman & 

Women Wrestling) Championships will be organized by RSPB at Jaipur from Feb. 2 to 5, 2024. 

4. All the zonal railways are directed to advise all wrestling players, coaches, officials etc 

accordingly.  

                                                                                        
(Ravinder Kumar) 

for  Secretary/RSPB 
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N€), ~ fl ~2/202J SP HUH 

Government uf India 
Minisiry o r Youth /\ lfoirs & Sports 

Dcp11r1e1w11t or Sports 

Jawnlrnrlal Nehru Stadium, 
I lall No. I OJ, Lodhi Road, New Delh i 

Dntcd: 10.03.2025 

Suh: Rcvocntion of susg>cnsion of VV1rcstling Federation of India - reg. 

\Vhercns considering the unprecedented situation necessitating immediate action to 
uphold good governance in the \Vrcstling Federation of India (WrI), the Ministry, by its order 
dnt~d 24.12.2023. instructed the newly elected Executive Committee of the WFJ to abstain 
from administering and managing the day-to-day activities of the Federation with immediate 
cffe~t until furt(1er orders. This decision was made in the wake of lapses regarding governance 
and procedural integrity by the nev,lly elected body, vvhich apparently was in control of former 
office bearers in complete disregard to the provisions of the National Sports Development Code 
of India, 2011 ("Sports Code"); cancellation of all decisions taken by the previously ·JOA­
nppointed Ad-hoc Committee; deviation from the established protocols of collective decision­
making and transparent communication; and in consonance with the Sports Code, and in 
compliance \~1ith principles of the International Olympic Committee policy 0n safeguarding 
athletes from harassment and abuse in sports, principles of good governance and the principles 
of the Prevention of Sexual Harassmentat the Workplace Act, 2013. 

2. Whereas the Ministry vide its letter dated 24.12.2023 requested the JOA tc, c0nsdtute 
the Ad-hoc Committee again to manage and control the affairs of WFI, as per the defined role 
of NSF's in the Sports Code, including the selection of athletes, making entries for the 
participation of sports persons in international events, holding of sporting activities, etc. with 
immediate effect, until further orders. 

3. Whereas the IOA constiluted an Ad-hoc Committee vide its office order dated 
27.12.2023 which was tasked with overseeing and supervising WFI's operations, which include 
athlete selection submitting entries for athletes to part.icipate in international events. organizing 
sports activities, handling bank · accounts, managing the website, and other related 
responsibilities. 

4. • Whereas the Ministry, through · its order dated 07.01.2024, decided not to take 
cogni:t.,:incc of any National Championships or other sports competitions conducted by the 
suspended Executive Committee of the Wrestling Federation of India. The M_inistry fu~thc~ 
directed that only National Wrestling Championships for vnrious nge cnfegorie_s, org~nrzeo 
under the ·supervision or the JOA-appointed Ad hoc Committee for Wrcstlmg, will be 
considered sanctioned and recognized under the Sports Code. Accordingly, all governmqnt 
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lK•ric-lits \\'ill lll· grn11tcd exclusively lo spnrlspersons partic.:ipnting 
Clwmpionsilips (ll'g<1nizcd by the 1\d line Con,mitlt:C'. • 

in such Nat i .:)t a 

5. \Vl1cn:.is lllL· lJniled World \Vrt:st llng (UWW). through it s of/icial statement dated 
13.02 .JOJ,J. litlcd the suspension 011 tl1c WFI \villi inmwcliat1..: dice(. \.vith the following 
conditirn1s: 

(i) The \\!Fl must rc-convcric elections for its Athletes' Commission, ensuring that 
ci1ndidnrcs :ire either ~1crivc ntblclcs or-retired for no more tl1an four yeMs. The voting 
pr0ccss shall be exclusively conducccd by athletes. These elections must take place 
during rri11ls or nny senior national championship \V!Jcrc feasible, but no later ihan July 
1,2024. 

(it) T/Jc WFI must rrovide UWW with immediate written guarantees that all wrestlers will 
be considered for participation in WFr events without any discrimination . This includes 
trials for ti;e Olympic Gar11cs und other maj or national and intcrmitiona! events. The 
principle of non-discrimination extends to the three athletes who previously protested 
ogainst alleged misconduct by the former President. 

6. Whereas lOA; in light ofrhc lifting oflhc bnn on the WFI by t!Je U\VW, dissolved the 
Ad hoc Comn1ittce vide its order dated 18.03.2024. 

7. \Vhereas the UWW vidc its Jetter dated 25.04.2024, reiterated that independence ofthe 
National Federation cannot be allowed to be interfered in accordance with the U\:VW Statutes 
and l/Jc Olympic Chnrt.cr nnd if a third party be designated to run the daily affairs of the sports 
of wrestling in India in violation oft11e UWW Statutes, they woufd have no other option than 
to re-impose a temporary suspension of the Federation until further notice, and which, this time, 
could may be include their a thletes. 

S. Whereas the Hon ,blc Delhi High Court pronounced its judgment dated 16.08.2024 
passed in CM Application No. 18267 of 2024 in W. P (C) 3 I 64 of 2024, restoring the mandate 
of Ad hoc Committc:e for Wrestling as. also _observed under para 44 of the judgment" .... Jr 
shall be open Jo .the Respondent l'lo. l lo withdraw/review the said order, {/circumstances so 
warranr. This order shall not be construed as imposing any limitations or constraints in thh; 
regard " 

9. Whereas the WFI vide it's letter dated 23.10.2024 requested the Ministry to withdraw 
the suspension Jetter dated 24.12.2023. 

l 0. Whereas the Ministry vide its letter of even number dated 07.0 l.2025 sought report 
from Wfl outlining the corrective measures undertaken by the \VFl to address the concerns 
raised ill the order dated 24.12.2023. 

11. Whereas WFI has submitted its reply vidc letter dated_ 08.0 l .2025, informing. inter alia, 
about steps taken by ir, purs uant to order of suspension, about formation of the Athletes 
Commission with voting rights, Ethics Commission, shifting of the registered office ofthe WF1 
at IO I, Jfari Nagar Ash mm, and establishment of Prevention of Sexua·l Harassment Committee 
I Internal Complaint Committee (ICC) of Federation . The \VFI has further stated thm the ICC 
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is present at al l cornpctitic,ns and events or the Wfl and continues lo take inputs from the 
athletes regarding their we ll -being and safety. 

12. Where.is the [ndian Olympic J\ssociation has vidc its affidavit dated 3. I 0.2024 in WP 
No, 3164/202-~ in the 11u1ltcr of' Baj1:ang Punia & others versus UOl & others stntcd th.:it 
provisions orOly:npic Ch:irtcc and its own constitution do not permit to inlcrmcddlc·in :-iffairs 
of NSF, which has the affi I iation or international lcdcration. JOA has further stated that it would 
not serve any purpose to make any Ad hoc Committee or any One Man ":omr:·itk .. :o r~')VCfll •• 

\VF! as their decisions would not be acccrtcd by the U\V\V or the IOC; and any /\cl hoc . 
Committee wouldjcopar<lizc the participation ot'thc wr-1 in UWW mandatory events. 

13 . Whereas as per th e affidavit dated 19.02.2025 filed by the WFI in the LPA 1184/2024, 
there is a co111munication • dated '23.0 l.2025 of he UWW addressed to President, \Vfl 
reiterating· that t11c Wrestling Federation ol' India, duly affiliated to United World Wrestling 
(U\VW) is the only intcdocutor for U\VW on all matters concerning the sport of wrcstllng in 
India and its representation on lhe international level and that UWW does not accept any 
interference by the public and political authorities with the internal affairs ofUWW's member 
federations, except for what concerns the control of the use of public grants to Lhc m1tio11a·1 
federations. U\V\V has further stated that suspension measures will be considered should the 
autonomy of WFI not be upheld fully and for the long tenn. 

14. Whereas there have been media reports about \VF[ not functioning fro111 the address, 
which it c1nims to function, therefore, in the public interest to check the veracity of the claims 
rnade by the WfI , u Committee was formed to have an in camera, on the spot inspect ion of the 
premises as claimed by WFI. The WFI informed by email that it has shifted its office to a new 
premise at E-81 , Street No, 1, West Vi nod Nagar, Delhi-! 10092. The report of the Committee 
has been received. The Commit1ee has in its report stated that WFI is functioning from E~81 , 
Street No. I, West Vinod Nagar, Delhi-I 10092, where it has recently shifted its office. 

15. Whereas ll ie I-Ion ' ble Delni High Court, in its order dated 06.03.2025 in LPA 
I 184/2024, observed that in the absence of a competent body, the selection of wrestlers for the 
Senior Asian Championships scheduled from 25.03.2025 in Amman, Jordan, was at risk. The 
Hon'ble Court further observed that-

"On account of non-restoration of the Ad-hoc Co111millee in terms of the 
order passed by the learnecl Sing(e Judge and also on account of the 
suspension order dared 24.12.2023, as on today, there does not appear 
to be a c:ompetenl body which can be entrusted with the task of selec/jng 
the team and to make other arrangements so that the participation of tllf.. 
wrestlers in the aforesaid international evenr, which is to commence.from 
25.03.2025, can be ensured. 
As far as the interesl of the sports and alhletes are concernecl, t!tere 
cannot be more unhappy a sifllalion." 

Hon'ble Court also mnde the following rcmarks-

"Leamed Single Judge hasfi1u her observed in ihe order under clw/1enge 
herein that it shall be open Jo re.1pondent 110.l .to withdraw/review the 
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J soid order {ltlie c irn1111,1·rm1c:es .rn I1 1a rra11t mu/ that the .w11d order pa.1·sed 
/,_1· rll<' l1•(11·11_ed ,C.,'ingfe Judge .~Jwfl not be consrnted as imposing {Ill)' 

limitation 01 · c:011s/roi111.1· i11 this n ·gord." 

16. Whcn..:os tllL' rvtinistry 11:is du!y considered the findings of the Spol Vcri0cation 
Crnnrni(tcc 1111d !lie ohscrvati(i11s of' til e I lon'blc I ligh Court, ns \\'ell as the i.::ril,l.,al nceJ to 

• cnsml' the uninterrupted p:1rtkipatinn ol'l11din11 wrestlers in intcrnntional events. The Ministry 
fins placed "\\'rL·stling" i11 Ille "l Jit.!h fl1'iority" cnlcgnry :,s Indian wrestlers have been 
consis(L'lltl:· pn/t)r!llilll,! well a! tile intcrnationnl events, Asian Ciamcs and Olympics and 
continued gnv<.'rnni.cc void will :iffcct their training n11d compcLilion exposure and may affect 
(lie medal pn1spccL in tile upcollling. i \Sit111 Gnmc.s 2(.126 and Olympics 2028. Therefore, in the 
larger i111cr~s1 or l11di;111 sports nncl athletes, it is imperative to ensure stability in the 
:1dmi11istr:1ti(111 (lt'\\'r~stling. 

17. Now, therefore, in view or the findings of the Spot Verification Committee, the 
c(1rnplia11cc mcnsun.:-s undcrtnken by the WFI, and in the larger interest of Indian sports and 
,l!llktes, the l'vlinistry of Youth Affairs & Sports hereby revokes the suspension of the Wrestling 
Federatit111 or Ind in (WFI) issued vide order of even number dated 24.12.2023 and restores its 
rL'Cognition as the National Sports Federation (NSF) for wrestling with immediate effect with 
following directions-

i. The WFI must revert the .amendments carried out during the suspension period and 
have n baiance of po\vcr among the designated office bearers and provide checks and 
balance in the decision making p.roccss and this process should be '"O1,..11~1e1,~d in 4 
weeks. 

ii. Any person who is not elected as an office bearer, as also the suspended/terminated 
salaried officials of the \.VFI must remain completely disassociated from the Federation 
and its affiliate units. TJ1e EC 0!' WFI must give an undertaking in this regard within 4 
weeks. Any \•1o[ation of the ut"Jdertaking wili ft1vite appropriate legal action, including 
the action under the Sports Code . 

iii. The WFI must ensure that selection for all international events should be done in a 
free, fair and transparent manner as per the extant provisions of the Sports Code and 
the other latest instructions issued in this regard along with regulations issued from 
time-to-time by the UW\V. 

18. The WFf shall ensure adherence to the Sports Code) principles of good governance·, and 
athlete v/elfare policies. 

This issues with the approval of the competent authority. 

To, 
President/ Secretary General 

Wrestling Federation of r nclfr1 1 

Email: ind@uww.org 

~~~~~a__. 
(Bangarnraju V.V.K.K.T) 

Director (Sports) 
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