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No. E(NG)1/2025/PM1/3

The General Manager (P),
All Zonal Railways /PUs.

Sub:

भारतसरकारGOVERNMENT OF INDIA
रेलमंत्रालय MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS

(रेलवेबोर्ड RAILWAY BOARD)

RBE No. 28/2026

New Delhi, dated 23.03.2026

theGeneral Department Competitive Examination (GDCE) for filling up 25% of
Direct Recruitment Quota Vacancies- clarifications on Examination Pattern and Syllabus-
regarding.

Attention is invited to Board's letter No. E(NG)I/2025/PM1/3 dated 23.12.2025 (Para-3
of the RBE No. 128/2025), wherein it has been stipulated that GDCE shall be conducted at the

Zonal Railway level through an Examination Conducting Agency (ECA). Instructions for
setting of Question Papers in GDCE by ECA as cnumerated in Railway Board's letter no.

E(NG)I/2021/PM1/8, dated 29/11/2022 (Para-26 of Master Circular 69/2024) may also be
referred.

2. Certain clarifications regarding the modalities for conducting GDCE, Examination
Pattern and Syllabus etc. were sought by some of the Zonal Railways and RRBs. It has now been
decided that following instructions shall henceforth be adopted for the Examination Pattern and
Syllabi to be used for the purposes of GDCE:-

Table-A:-

GDCE Examination Clarifications

There shall be a Single Stage CBT/TBT for each category gory or or groupgroup of posts:
the same nattern as is heinand one MCQ based Question Paper on the same pattern as is being

followed presently for Direct Recruitment by RRBs in it's second stage. The
categories involved shall be -

Parameter

Number of

Question

Papers/Stages
of examination

(1)Technicians (All Departments),

(2) Junior Engineers (All Departments),
(3) NTPC Graduate Quota,

(4) NTPC Non-Graduate Quota.

(5) Section Controllers,

(6) Ministerial & other Isolated Categories.
(7) Asstt. Loco Pilot (AL.P), the Examination Pattern, Stages & Syllabus for
ALP category is separately shown below in Table-B.

Modality for grouping of
zones

There will be no grouping of zones. The Railways will plan and execute
GDCE as per their requirements as stipulated in RBE 128/2025. Нowever the

ECA may resort to grouping of different zones for diffcrent stages of
Examination for its operational requirements.

Whether a calendar based

approach would be
All Zonal Railways/PUs have already been advised to plan and conduct all
selections throughigh the system of SELECTION CALENDAR, this covers

adopted? GDCEs as well

Contd /






