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Government of India/भारत सरकार 

Ministry of Railways/रेल मतं्रालय 

Railway Board/रेलवे बोर्ड 
 

No. 2024/E(RRB)/25/01                                                                     New Delhi, dated 14.09.2026 

 

The Chairpersons,                                                                                  The General Managers (P) 

All Railway Recruitment Boards.                                          All Zonal Railways/Production Units 

 

 

Sub: Implementation of The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) 

Amendment Act, 2026 - Reg. 

Ref.: Secretary/DoPT’s D.O. letter No. 39020/12/2023-Estt(B) dated 10.08.2026. 

 

***** 

This office is in receipt of Secretary/DoPT’s D.O. letter dated 10.08.2026 (copy 

enclosed) on the above-mentioned subject.  It has been apprised therein that the Union 

Government has amended The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024 

with the objective of securing speedy justice through time-bound investigation and trials and 

creating stronger deterrence through tougher punishments for those resorting to unfair means in 

public examinations. The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Amendment Act, 

2026 has come into force w.e.f. 31.07.2026. 

 

2. Further, it has been requested to extend support for the comprehensive and effective 

implementation of the provisions of the Amendment Act, the Principal Act and the Rules 

thereunder in all public examinations conducted by public examination bodies, authorities and 

attached agencies under the administrative control of the concerned Ministry/Department.  

 

3. The above is circulated for information with a view to ensure compliance with the 

provisions of the Amendment Act, the Principal Act, and the Rules thereunder in all the public 

examinations conducted for recruitment of staff. 

 

DA: As above. 

  

 

 (Manish Mathur) 

Director-II/E(RRB) 

Railway Board. 

Contact No. 011-23047188 

 

 

 

 

Room No. 427, Rail Bhawan, Raisina Road, New Delhi 110001. 

2024/E(RRB)/25/01 I/3170505/2026

7211051(1)/2026/O/oCPO/IR/SR
142



)$
t
$

rqTI YIf6, qr.

qFqe

Rachna Shah, ns
Secretary

Ye. qrrf, Tr{irT(

a.rFto, ett sRIET'r frqFr
olFlo,, dt6 Rro'rq-d dQrT tt{rq {Trtrq

Government of lndia
Department of Personnel & Training

Ministry of Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pensions

ftqfu qEt

D.O. No. 39020 I 1 21 2023-Estt(B) 1Oth August, 2026

\e."v Lollt-u1,,,--t-,
U

As you would be aware, the Union Government had enacted The Public
Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024 to deal with unfair means in public
examinations, and Rules thereunder were notified in June 2024. The Union Government
has recently amended this Act with the objective of securing speedy justice through time-
bound investigation and trials, and creating stronger deteri-ence through tougher
punishments for those who resort to unfair means in pubiic examinations. The
amendrnents made vide The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means)
Amendment Act, 2025 have come into force w.e.f. 31-07.2026. A copy of theAmendment
Act, the Principal Act and the Ruies is enclosed herewith.

2. i am v,,riting to request your personal intervention in supporting the comprehensive
and efecti,ie irnpiementation of the provisions of the Amendment Act, the Principal Act,
and the Rules thereunder', i;r all public exarninations conducted by public examination
bodies, authortttes, and attached agencies functionirrg under your administrative control.

3. I look fonvaro tc your corlaboration and support in enhancing the transparency anLl

credibility of the public exar:iination system.

L,.*
Yours sincerely,

Errcl: As above
(Rachna Shah)

Secretaries to the Govt. of lnCia as per list attacheci.

EwI q. 31042. o-fq r+q-s. r{ ffi-ttooot, Room No.31042, Kartavya Bhavan-3, New Dethi .110001

ffi7fet.:0'11-24010500, 01i-24010501 E.rnait : secy_mop@nic.in Website: www.dopt.gov.in
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(.-^r-t^*-"--
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The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means)
&ct,2024

(Acr No. I oF 2024)

lAs on tlrc 31st July, 20261
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AMENDMENTACT

l. The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Am€ndment Act, 2026
(10 of2026).

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS USED

'::' ffii:"{:"
Section, sections

. :: ir{$s."-

2

CI., cls.

Ins.

Notifn.
S., ss.

Sch.

Subs.

w.e.f.
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THE PUIJLIC EXAMINATIONS (PRIIVENTION OF UNI,'AIR MEANS) ACT,2024

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS
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PRELIMINARY
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l. Short title and commencement

2. Definitions.

CHAPTER II

UNFAIR MEANS AND oFFENCES

3. Unfair means.

4. Conspiracy for unfair means.

5. Disruption to conduct public examination.
6. Other offences.

7. No premises other than examination centre shall be used forpublic examination.
8. Offences in respect of service providers and other persons.

CHAPTER III
PUNISHMENT FoR oFFENcEs

9. Cognizable offences.

10. Punishment for offences undcr this Act.
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12. Officers empowered to investigate.

l2A. Fast tracked investigation and Special Fast Track Courts.
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THE PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS (PREVENTION OF UNFAIR MEANS) ACT,2024

Acr No. I oF 2024

ll2rh February,2024.)

An Act to prevent unfair means in the public examinations and to provide for matters
connected therewith or incidental thereto.

BE it enacted by Parliament in the Seventy-fifth Year ofthe Republic of lndia as follows:-
CHAPTER I

PRELIMINARY

1. Short title and commencement.{1) This Act may be called the Public Examinations
(Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024.

(2) It shalt come into force on such dateras the Central Government may, by notification in the

Official Gazette, appoint.

2. Definitions.{/) [n this Act, urless the context otherwise requires.-

(a) "candidate" means a person who has been granted permission by the public examination
authority to appear in public examination and ilcludes a person authorised to act as a scribe on his

behalf in the public examination;

(6) "communication device" shall have the same meaning assigned to it in clause (lra) of
sub-section (,1) ofsection 2 ofthe Information Technology Act,2000 (21 of2000);

(c) "competent authoriry" shall mean the Ministry or a Department ofthe Central Government
administratively concemed with the public examination authority;

(d) "computer network", "computer resource" and "computer system" shall have the

meanings respectiyely assigned to them in clauses (7), (k) and (I) ofsub-section (/) ofsection 2 of
the lnformation Technology Act, 2000 (21 of 2000);

(e) "conduct of public examination" shall include all the procedures, processes and activities,
as may be prescribed, for being adopted for the conduct ofpublic examination;

(l) "institution" means any agency, organisation, body, association ofpersons, business entity,
company, partnership or single proprietorship firm, by whatevcr name it may be called, which is

other than the public examination authority and the sen'ice provider engaged by such authority.

Explanation-Por rhe purposes of this clause, it is clarihed that "compaly" includes a company

as defined m clause (20) of section 2 of the Compnnies Act,2013 (18 of 2003); or a limited liability
parhcrship fimr as defined in clause (z) of sub-section (,1) ol section 2 of the Ltnited Liability
PartneBhip Act, 2008 (7 of2009);

(g) "notification" means a notification published in the Official Gazette and the expression
"notify" shall be construed accordingly;

(h) "organised crime" means an unlawful activity committed by a person or a group of
persons indulging in unfair means in collusion and conspiracy to pursuc or promote a shared

interest for wrongful gain in respect ofa public examination;

(i) "person associated with a service provider" means a person who performs senices for or

on behalf of such service provider inespective ofwhether such person is an employee or an agent

or a subsidiary of such service provider, as the case may be;

f) "prescribed" means prescribed by rules madc under this Act;

l. 2lstJune, 2024, ,rd€ Notifn. NO. S.o- 2422(E), dated 21" June, 2024, sce Gizette of lndia, Extraordinary, Part II.
sec. 3(ii).
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(k) "public examination" means any examination conducted by the public examination
authority, as specified in the Schedule, or conducted by such other authority as may be notified by
the Central Government;

(I) "public examination authority" means an authority as specihed by the Central Govemment
by a notification, f'rom time to time for conducting the public examinations;

(z) "public examination centre" means such premises, which is selected by the service
provider or otherwise sclected by the public examination authority, to be used for conduct of
public examination and which, amongst others, may include any school, computer centre,
institution, any building or part thereof and the same shall include the entire periphery and land
appurtenant thereto which may be used for security and other related reasons for conduct of the
public examinations; and

(r) "service provider" means any agency, organisation, body, association ofpenons, business
entity, company, partnership or single proprietorship firm, including its associates;
sub-contractors and provider of support of any computer resource or any material, by whatever
name it may be called, which is engaged by the public examination authority for conduct of
public examination.

(2) words and expressions used hcrein but not dcfined and dehned under any other law for the
time being in force, shall have the same meanings as assigned to them in those laws.

CHAPTER II

UNI.AIR MEANS AND oFFENCES

3. Unfair means.-The unfair means rclating to the conduct ofa public examination shall include
any act or omission done or caused to be done by any person or group of persons or institutions, and
include but not be restricted to, any ofthe following acts for monetary or wrongful gain-

(i) leakage ofquestion paper or answer key or part thereof;

(ii) participating in collusion with others to effcct leakage ofquestion paper or answer key;

(lll) accessing or taking possession of question paper or an Optical Mark Recognition
response sheet without authority;

(iv) providing solution to one or more questions by any unauthorised person during a public
examination;

(v) directly or indirectly assisting the candidate in any manner unauthorisedly in the public
examination;

(v, tampering with answer sheets including Optical Mark Recognition response sheets;

(vii) altering the assessment except to correct a bonafide enor without any authority;

(viii) willful violation of norms or standards set up by the central Govemment for conduct of
a public examination on its own or through its agency;

(r) tampering with any documcnt nccessary lor shortJisting of candidates or finalising the
merit or rank ofa candidate in a public examination;

(x) deliberate violation of security measures to facilitate unfair means in conduct of a public
examination;

(ri) tampering with the computer network or a computer resource or a computer systcm;

(xll) manipulation in seating arrangements, allocation of dates and shifts for the candidates to
facilitate adopting unfair means in examinations;

5
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(-riii) threatening the life, lihert-v or wrongfully restraining persons associated wirh the public
examinalion authority or the seryice provider or any authorised agency of the Govemmenti or
obstrucdng the conduct ofa public examination;

(-riv) crcation of fake website to cheat or for monetary gain; and

(rv) conduct of fake examination, issuance of fake admit cards or offer letters to cheat or for
monetaqr gain.

4. Conspiracy for unfair means.-No person or group of pcrsons or institutions shall collude or
conspire to facilitate indulgence in any such unfair means.

5. Disruption to conduct public examination,{1) No person, w}ro is not entrusted or engaged

with the work pertaining to thc public examination or conduct of public examination or who is not a

candidate. shall entcr the premises of the examination centre, with intent to disrupt the conduct of thc
public examination.

(2) No person authorised, engaged or entrusted with the duties to conduct public examination

shall, before the time fixed for opening and distribution ofquestion papers-

(a) open, leak or possess or acoess or solve or seek assistance to solve such question paper or any

portion or a copy thereofin unauthoriscd marmer for monetary or wrongful gain;

(b) give any contidential infbrmation or promise to give such confidential information to any

penon, where such confidential information is rclated to or in reference to such question paper for
monetrry or wrongful gain.

(3) No person, who is entrusted or engaged with any work pertaining to public examination shall,

except where he is authorised in furtherance of his duties so to do, reveal or cause to be revealed or
make known to any other person any information or part thereof which has come to his knowledge lor
any undue advantage or wrongful garn.

6. Other offenccs.-If any person or group of persons or institution commits any unfair means or
offence under sections 3, 4 and section 5, the sewice provider shall forthwith report the offence to the

concemed police authorities and also inform the public examination authority:

Provided that il the service provider resorts to unfair means and commits the of'fence or is
involved in facilitating an offence, the public examination authorify shall report the same to the

concemed police authorities.

7. No premiscs other lhan examination centre shall be used for public examination.-lt shall

be an otTence for the service provider or any pcrson associated with the scrvice provider to cause any
premises, other than the examiuation ccntre, authorised by rhe public examination authority, to be

altematively used for the purpose ol holding public examination, without the writtcn approYal of thc
public examirution autholity :

Provided that nothrng contained in this section shall bc an offence where any change in the

examination centre without prior consent of the public examirlirtion autholity is due to any /orce
majeure.

8. Offences in respect of service providers and other persons.-( / ) A.u' person. including the

person associated with a senice providcr, shall be deemeC to have committed an r-'ilenoc ii hc

individually or in collusion tith any other person or group of pr'rsons or institutions assists any

person or group of persons or institutions in any manner unauthi)risedly in the conduct of public
examination.

(2) Senice pror ider or any persor,rssociated with it shall bc dccmed to hare committed an

otfence ifhe fails to report incidence ofany unlair means or comrar:sion of any ofi'ence.

(J) Where an offence committed by a sen'ice providcr is. primo facie. estab)ished during
investigation to have been committed u'ith the consent or ci,nnirance of any directr.rr, tnanager.

(i
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secretary or other offiou of such service provider, such pcrson shall also be liable to be procceded
against:

Provided that nothing contained in this sub-section shall render any such person liable to any
punishment under the Act, if he proves, that the offence was committed without his knowledge and
that hc exercised all due diligence to preyent the commission ofsuch offence.

CHAPTER III

PTINISHMENT FoR oFFENCES

9. Cognizable offences.-All offences under this Act, shall be cognizable, non-bailable and
non-compoundable.

10. Punishment for offences under this Act,--(1) Any person or persons resorting to unfair
means and offenccs under this Act, shall bc punished with imprisonment for a term not less than l[five
years but which may extend up to ten years and with fine up to fifty lakh rupees, and in] case of
default of payment of fine, an additional punishment of imprisonment shall be imposed, as per the
provisions of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 (45 of 2023):

Provided that until thc Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 (45 of 2023\ is brought into forcc, the
provisions of the Indian Penal code (45 of 1860), shall be applicable in place of the said Act.

(2) The service provider shall also be liable to be punished with imposition of a fine upto z[five
crore rupees] and proportionate cost of examination shall also be recovered from such service
provider and he shall also be bancd from being assigned with any responsibility for thc conduct of
any public examination for a period ofr[eight years].

(J) where it is established during the investigation that olfence under this Act has been
cornmitted with the consent or condvance of any Director, Senior Management or the persons
in-charge of the service provider firm, he shall be liable for imprisonment for a tcrm not leis thanaffivc_years] but which may extend to ten years and with finc oi'1fiu" 

".o." 
rupees, and in] case of

default of payment of fine, an additional punishment of imprisorunent shall bJ irnposed as per the
provisions ofthe Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhtta,2023 (45 of 2023):

Provided that until the Bharatiya Nyaya sanhita, 2023 (45 0f 2023) is brought into force, the
provisions of the Indian Penal code (45 of 1860), shall be applicable in place of theiaid Act.

(4) Nothing contained in this section shall render any such person liabte to any punishment under
the Act, if he proves, that the offence was committed without his knowledge ana init he exercised all
due diligence to prevent the commission ofsuch offence.

ll. organised crimcs. {1) Ifa person or a group ofpcrsons including the examination authority
or scrvice providcr or any other institution commits an organised crime, he shall be punished witir
imprisonment for a term not less than 6[seven years] but which may extend to ten yeari and with tine
which shall not be less than 7[ten crore rupees, and in] case of default of payment of fine, an
additional punishment of imprisonment shall be imposed as pcr thc provisions oithi Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, 2023 (45 of 2023):

- _ 
Providcd that until rhc Bharatiya Nyaya sanhita, 2023 (45 of 2023) is brought into tbrce, the provisions

ofthe Indian Penal Code (45 ol1860), shall be applicable in place ofthe said Aci
(2) If an institution is involved in committing an organised crime, its property shall be subjected

to attachment and forfeiture and proportionate cost of examination shall alsL be recovererj from it.

I

2

Subs. by Act l0 of2026, s. 2 for "three years but which may extend to five years and with fine up to tcn lakh rupees. In"
(w.e.t 11.07.2026).
Subs. by s. 2, ibrl., for "onc crore rupees" (w. e.f.3l.O7 .2026\,
Subs. by s- 2, i6Z, for "fo!r years" (w.e.f. 31.07.2026).
Subs. by s. 2, ibrd, for "tl[ee years" (w.e.f. 31.07.2026).
Subs. by s. 2. irrd.. for "one crore rupe(:s. tn ' (w.c.l 3 t.U7.2026)
Subs. by s. l. irrd., for "five ye3rs ' tw.e.f I 1.07.2026).
Subs.bys.3, 16l., for "one crore rupees. In" (w.e.t 31.07.2026).
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CHAPTER IV

INQUIRY AND INVESTICATIoN

12, Officers empowered to investigate.il) An officer not below the rank of Deputy
Superintendent of Police or Assistant Commissioner of Police shall investigate any offence under this
Act.

(2) Notwithstanding anlthing contained in sub-section (1), the Central Govemmcnt shall have the
powers to refer the investigation to any Central Investigating Agencyr[or a Special Task Force, as

that Covernment may, by notification, constitute in this behalf].

'[Provided that where the Central Govemment constitutes a Special Task Force under this
sub-section, such investigation shall be done only by the Special Task Force so constituted.]

r[l2A. Fast tracked investigation and Special Fast Track Courts.-{1) The investigation ofan
offence under this Act, shall be completed-

(a) by an officer empowered to investigate under sub-section (.1) ofsection 12, within a period

of two months from the date on which the information was recorded by the officer in-charge of
the police station; or

(b) by a Central Investigating Agency, within a period of two months ftom the date of a

reference made to it by the Central Government under sub-section (2) ofthe said section; or

(c) by a Special Task Force, within a period of two months fiom the date of issuancc of
notification in this behalfby the Central Govemment under sub-section (2) of the said section.

(2) For the purposes of providing a speedy trial on day-to-day basis, every State Govemment and

Union territory Adminisfiation shall, in consultation with thc Chief Justice of the concemed High

Court, by notification, designate a Court of Session, to be a Special Fast Track Court to try offences

under this Act.

(3) A Special Fast Track Court designated under sub-section (2) shall, while trying offences under

this Act, also try other offences connected thereto with which the accused may be charged under the

Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 (45 of 2023) or any other law tbr the time being in force, at the same

rial.

(4) In every trial of an offence under this Act, the proceedings shall be continued on day-to-day
basis, until all the witnesses in attendance have been examined, unless the Special Fast Track Court,

for reasons to be recorded in writing, finds that adjoumment of the same beyond the following day is

nec€ssary:

Provided that such trial shall be completed within a period of three months from the date of filing
ofthe chargesheet.

(5) The cases or trials pertaining to offences under this Act or any other law for the time being in
force as specified in sub-section (3), which are pending on the date of commencement of the Public
Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Amendment Act, 2026, shall stand transferred to the

Special Fast Track Court designated under sub-section (2).

(6) The trial of cases tmnsferred under sub-section (5) shall be conducted by the Special Fast

Track Coun designated under sub-section (2) fiom the stage it is received upon such transt'er and shall

be completed within a period of three months from the date of such receipt.

(A Every State Government and Union territory Administration shall, by notification, apPoint one

or more Special Public Prosecutors for every Special Fast Track Coun in accordance with
sub-section (8) of section 18 of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita,2023 (46 of 2023)' for
conduct ofcases under this Act.

1. Ins. by Act l0 of2026. s. 4 (w.e.f. 31.07.2026)
2. Ins. by s. 5. ibi,y'. (w.e.f. 31.07.2026).
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(8) Every person appointed as a Special Public Prosecutor under this section, shall be deemed to
be a Public Prosecutor within the meaning of clause (v) of sub-section (1) of section 2 of the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 (46 of 2023) and the provisions ofthat Sanhita shall apply
accordingly.

l2B. Appeals. {1) Notwithstanding an}thing contained in the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita, 2023 (46 of 2023), an appeal shall lie from any judgment, sentence or order, not being an
interlocutory order, of a Special Fast Track Court to the High Court.

(2) Every appeat under sub-section (1) shall be heard by a bench oftwo Judges of the High Court
and shall, as far as possible, be disposed of within a period ofthree months from the date of admission
ofthe appeal.

(3) Exccpt as aforesaid, no appeal or revision shall lie to any Court from any judgment, sentence
or order including an interlocutory order ofa Special Fast Track Court.

(4) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (3) ofsection 419 ofrhe Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 (46 of 2073), an appeal shall lie to the High court against an order of the
Special Fast Track Court granting or refusing bail.

(5) Every appeal under this scction shall be preferred within a period of thirfy days liom the date
ofthe judgment, sentence or order appealed from:

Provided that the High court may entertain an appeal after the expiry of the said period of thirty
days if it is satisfied that the appellant had sufficient cause for not preferring the appeal within thi
pcriod ofthirty days:

Provided further that no appeal shall be entertained after the expiry ofthe period ofninety days.l

CHAPTER V

MISCELLANEoUS

13. Members, ollicers and employees of public examination authority to be public
servants.-The chairperson, Members, ofticers and other employecs of the public examination
authority shall be deemed, when acting or purporting to act in pursuance of any of the provisions ol
this Act, to be public servants within the meaning ofthe Bharatiya Nyaya sanhita,2023 (45 of2023):

Provided that until the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2oz3 (45 of 2023) is brought into force, the
provisions ofthe Indian Penal Code (45 of 1860), shall be applicable in place oftheiaid Act.

14. Protection of action take. in good faith by any public servant.-No suit, prosecution or
other legal proceedings undcr this Act, shalt lie against any public servant, in respeit of anything
which is done in good faith or intcndcd to be done in thc discharge of his of{icial functions or in
exercise of his powers:

Providcd that the public servants in the service of any public examination authority shall be
subject to administrative action in terms ofservice rules ofsuch public examination authority:

- Provided firrther that nothing shall prevent proceeding against such public servants where, prima
fcre casc exists for establishing commission ofan offence under this Act.

15. Provisions of this Act to be in addition to other laws.-The provisions of this Act shall be
in addition to, and not in derogation of, any other law for the time being in force:

Provided that lhe provisions of this Act shall have effect notwithstanding anything inconsistent
therewith contained in any other law tbr the time being in force or any instrument having effect by
virtue ofany such law in force.

16. Power to make rulcs.-{I) The ccntral Govemment may, by notification in the official
Cazene. make rules to carry out the provrsions oI this Act.

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generatity of the foregoing power, such rules may
provide for all or any ofthe following matters, namely:-

9
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(a) to lay down procedures, processes and activities for being adopted for conduct of thc
public exarnination;

(b) any other matter which is to be or may be prescribed.

17. Laying of rules.-Every rule made under this Act shall be laid, as soon as may be after it is
made, before each House of Parliament. while it is in session, for a total period of thirty days which
may be comprised in one session or in two or more successive sessions, and if, bcfore the expiry of
the session, immediately following the session or the successive sessions aforesaid, both Houses agrec
in making any modihcation in the rule, or both Houses agree that the rule should not be made, the rule
shall, thereafter have effect only in such modihed form or be of no effect, as the case may be; so,
however, that any such modification or annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity o[
anything previously donc undcr that rule.

18. Power to remove difficulties.-(1) If any difficulty a-rises in giving effect to the provisions of
this Act, the Central Government may, by order, published in the Official Gazette, make such
provisions within three years, not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act, as app€ar to it to be

neuessary for removal of difficulty.

(2) Every order made under this section shall bc laid, as soon as may be after it is made, before
each House of Parltament 

cHAprER vl

AMENDMENT TO TIIE CRIMINAL LAW (AMENDMENI) ORDTNANCE, I944

19. Amendment of Ordinance 38 of 19,14.-In the Criminal Law (Amendment) Ordinance,
1944, in the Schedule, atter serial number 5 and entries relating thcreto, the following serial number
and entries shall be inserted, namely:-

"6. An offence punishable under the Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means)
Aci,2024.".

10
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THE SCHEDULE

[See section 2(t)]

ANY EXAMINATION CONDUCTED BY-
l. Union Public Sewice Commission.

2. StaffSelectionCommission.
3. Railway Recruitment Boards.

4. Institutc ofBanking Personael Selection.
5. Minislries or Departments of the Central Govemment and their attached and subordinate

offices for recruitment of staff.
6. National Testing Agency.
7. Such other authority as may be notified by the Central Government.

1,1,
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

Govemment has introduced several reforms to enhance transparency in examinations for
recruitment as well as admission to higher education institutions. Thcse, inrer a/ra, include
introducing self-attestation; shortening examination cycle (from l8-22 months to 6- 10 months); doing
away with interviews for recruitment to Group 'C' and 'D'; inaoduction of compuler based tests and
issuance of
appointment letters through digital means vr,det "Rojgqr Mela".

2. Malpractices in public examinations lead to delays and cancellation of examinations adverscly
impacting the prospects of millions of youth. At present, there is no specific substantive law to deal
with unfair means adopted or offences committed by various entities involved in the conduct ofpublic
examinations by the Central Govemment and its agencies. Therefore, it is imperative that elements
that exploit vulnerabilities of examination system arc identificd and effectively dcalt with by a

comprehensive Central legislation.

3. The objective of the Bill is to bring greater transparency, faimess and credibility to the public
examination systems and to reassure the youth that their sincere and genuine efforts wilt be fairly
rqwarded and their future is safe. The Bill is aimed at effectivcly and lcgally deterring persons,

organised groups or institutions that indulge in various unfair means and adversely impact the public
examination systems tbr monetary or wrongful gains. Candidate as defined in the Bill shall not be

liable for action \vithin the purview of the Bill and shall continue to be covered under the extant

administrative provisions of the concemed public examination authority.

4. The Bill shall scr,,'e as a model draft for Statcs to adopt at thcir discretion. This would aid Statcs

in preventing the criminal elements from disrupting conduct ofthcir Statc tevel public examinations.

5. The Bilt seeks to achieve the above objectives.

DR. JftENDRA SINGII
NEw DELI I

The29th January,2024

1,2
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LOK S.\BtI,\

The following Bills were introduced on 5th February 2024;-

BrLLNo. l5 or 2024

A Bill to prevnt unfair means in the public e\.aminations and to provide for matters
connected therewith or incidentdl therelo.

BE it enaclcd by Parlianrenr iu the Seventy-fifth Year of the Republic of India as
follows:-

CHAPTER I

Ptrslntnltv

1. ( 1) This Act ma).' bc' called rhe Public Examinations (Prevention ofUnfair lv{eans)
Act,2024.

(2) It shall come into force on such date as the Central Govemment may, by notification
in the Official Gazette, appoint.

2. (1) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,-

(a) "candidate" means aperson who has been granted permission by the public
eramination authority to appear in public examination and includes a person authorised
to act as a scribe on his behalfin the public examination;

Shorr title and

Defiritions
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) THE GAZETTE OF INDI.\ EXTR.\ORDNARY [Peru [

(6) "communication device" shall have the same Eeaning assigned to it in
clause (lra) ofsub-section (1) ofsection2 ofthe Information Technology Act, 2000; 2l of2000

(c) "competent authority" shall mean the Ministry or a Dspartrnent of the
Central Government administratively concerned with the public examination
authority:

(d) "computer network", "computer resource" and "computer system"
shall have the meanings respectively assigned to them in clauses (/), (t) and (0
of sub-section (1) of section 2 of the lnforrnation Technology Act, 2000; 2l of 2000

(e) "conduct of public examination" shall include all the procedures,
processes and activities, as may be prescribed, for being adopted for the conduct
ofpublic examination;

1fl "institution" means any agency, organisation, body, association of
persons, business entity, company, partnership or single proprietorship firm, by
whatever name it may be called, which is other than the public examination
authority and the service provider engaged by such authority.

Explanation.-For the purposes ofthis clause, it is clarified that "company"
inciudes a company as defined in clause (20) of section 2 of the Companies

Act, 2013; or a limited liability partnership firm as defined in clause (n) of
sub-section (/) of section 2 ofthe Limited Liability Partnership Act, 2008;

(q) "notification" means a notification published in the Officiai Gazette and
the expression "notify" shall be construed accordingly;

(i) "organised crime" means an unlawful activity committed by a person

or a group of persons indulging in unfair means in collusion and conspiracy to
pursue or promote a shared interest for wrongful gain in respect of a public
er(amination;

(i) "person associated with a service provider" means a person who
performs services for or on behalf of such service provider irrespective of
whether such person is an employee or an agent or a subsidiary of such service
provider, as the case may be;

(7) "prescribed" means prescribed by rules made under this Act;

(,t) "public examination" means any examination conducted by the public
examination authority, as specihed in the Schedule, or conducted by such other

authority as may be notifred by the Central Government;

(I) "public examination authority" means an authority as specified by the

Central Govgrnment by a notification, irom time to time for conducting the
public examinations;

(m) "public examination centre" means such prernises, which is selected

by the service provider or otherwise selectedby the public examination authority,
to be used for conduct of public examination and which, amongst others, may
include any school, computer centre, institution, any building or part thereof
and the same shall include the entire periphery and land appurtenant thereto

which may be used for securiry and other related reasons for conduct of the

public examinations; and

(n) "service providel' means any agency, organisation, body, association

of persons, business entity, company, partnership or single proprietonhip firm,
including its associates, sub-contractors and provider ofsupport ofany comPuter

resource or any material, by whatever name it may be called, which is engaged

by the public examination authority for conduct of public examination.

l8 of 2013

7 of 2009.
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SEC.2l THE GAZETTE OF iNDIA EXTRAORDINARY

(2) Words and expressions used herein but not defined and defined under any other

law for the time being in force, shall have the same meanings as assigned to them in those

laws.

CHAPTER II

UYFAIR MEANS AND OFFENCES

3. The unfair means relating to the conduct ofa public examination shall include any unfair meaos

act oromission done orcaused to be done by any person or group ofpersons or institutions,
and include but not be restricted to, any of the following acts for monetary or wrongful
gah-

(i) leakage ofquestion paper or answer key or part thereof;

(li) participating in collusion with others to effect leakage ofquestion paper or
answer key;

(iii) accessing or taking possession of question paper or an Optical Mark
Recognition response sheet without authority;

(rv) providing solution to one or more questions by any unauthorised penon
during a public examination;

(v) directly or indirectly assisting the candidate in any manner unauthorisedly
in the public examination;

(vi) tampering with answer sheets including Optical MarkRecognidon response

sheets;

(vii) altering the assessment except to corect a bona fide eror without any
authority;

(viii) willful violatioo ofnorms or standards set up by the Central Government
for conduct ofa public examination on its own or through its agency;

(rI) tampering with any document necessary for short-listing ofcandidates or
finalising the merit or rank ofa candidate in a public examination;

(r) detiberate violation ofsecurity measurss to facilitate unfair means in conduct
of a public examination;

(:ri) tampering with the computernetwork or a computer resource or a computer
system:

(rii) manipulation in seating arrangements, allocation ofdates and shifts for the

candidates to facilitate adopting unfair means in examinations;

(riii) threatening the life, liberty or wrongfuly restraining persons associated
with the public examination authority or the service provider or any authorised agency
ofthe Govemment; or obstructing the conduct ofa public examination;

(;r!r.,) creation of fake website to cheat or for monetary gain; and

(rv) conduct offake examination, issuance of fake admit cards or offer letters to
cheat or for monetary gain.

4. No person or group ofpersons or institutions shall collude or conspire to facilitate
indulgence in any such unfair means.

5. (1) No person, who is not enEusted or engaged with the work pertaining to the
public examination or conduct ofpublic examination or who is not a candidate, shall enter
the premises of the examinatioo ceDtre, with intent to disrupt the conduct of the public
examination.

Conspiracy for
unflir means.

Disruption lo
conduct public

3
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.{ THE GAZETTE OF INDIA EXTR.AORDINARY IPARI[-

(2) No person authorised, engaged or entusted with the duties to conduct public
examination shall, before the time lxed for opening and distribution ofquestion papeIs-

(c) open, leak or possess or access or solve or seek assistance to solve such
question paper or any portion or a copy thereof in unauthorised manner for
monetary or wrongful gain;

(b) give any confidential information or promise to give such confidential
information to any person, where such confidential information is related to or in
reference to such question paper for monetary or wrongful gain.

(3) No person, who is entrusted or engaged with any work pertainirg to public
examination shall, except where he is authorised in furtheralce ofhis duties so to do, reveal
or cause to be revealed or make known to any other person any information or part thereof
which has r:ome to his knowledge for aoy undue advantage or wrongful gain.

6. If any person or group of persons or instihrtion commits any unfair means or
offence under sections 3,4 and section 5, the service provider shall forthwith report the
offence to the concemed police authorities and also inform the public examination authority;

Provided that if the sewice provider resons to unfair means and commits the offence
or is involved in facilitating an offence, the public examination authority shall report the
same to the concemed police authorities.

7, It shall be an offence for the sen'ice provider or any person associated with the
service provider to cause any premises, other than the examination centre, authorised by
the public examination authority, to be altematively used for the purpose ofholding public
examination, without the written approval ofthe public examination authority:

Provided that nothing contained in this section shall be an offence where any change
in thc oxamination centre without prior consent ofthe public examination authority is due to
arty force maj eure .

8. (1) Any penon, including the person associated with a sewice provider, shall be
deemed to have committed an offence if he individually or in collusion with any other
person or group of persoos or institutions assists any person or group of persons or
institutions in any manner unauthorisedly in the conduct ofpublic eramination.

(-7) Sewice provider or any person associated wrth it shall be deemed to have committed
an offence ifhe fails to report incidcnce ofany unfair means or commission ofany offence.

(J) Wlrere an offence committ€d by a sewice provider is, prtma facie, established
during investigation to have been corrmitted with the consent or connivance ofany director,
manager, secretary or other offrcer ofsuctL service provider, such person shall also be liable
to be proceeded against:

Provided tllat nothing contained in this sub-section shall render any such penon
liable to any punishment under the Act, if he proves, that the offence was committed
without his knowledge and that he exercised all due diligence to prevent the commission of
such offence.

CH.\PTER M

Puirrsultrxr ton oprExcss

9. AII offences under this Act. shall be cognizable, non-bailable and non-
compouudable.

10. ( /) Any penon or persons resofiing to unfair means and offences under this Act,
shall be punished with imprisonment for a term not less than three years but which may
extend to five years and with fine up to ten lakh rupees. In case of default of pa)ment offine,
an additional punishment of imprisonment shall be imposed, as per the provisions of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023:

Other

No premises
other lhaI
examination
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used for public
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Sec.2l THE GAZETTE OF INDIA EXTRAORDINARY

Provided that until the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 is brought into force, the

provisions ofthe Indian Penal Code, shall be applicable in place of the said Act'

(2) The service provider shall also be liable to be punished with imposition ofa fine
up to one crore rupees and proPortionate cost ofexamination shall also be recovered from

such sewice provider and he shall also be barred from being assignedwith any responsibility

for the conduct ofany public examination for a period offour years.

(3) Where it is established during the investigatiotr that offence under this Act has

been committed with the consent or connivance of any Director, Senior Management or the

persons in-charge of the sewice provider firm, he shall be liable for imprisonment for a term
not less than three years but which may extend to ten years and with fine of one crore
rupees. In case of default of pa).rnent of fine, an additional punishment of imprisonment
shall be imposed as pff the provisions ofthe Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023:

Provided that until the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 is brought into force, the

provisions ofthe Indian Penal Code, shall be applicabte in place ofthe said Act.

(7) Nothing contained in this section shall render any such person liable to aoy
punishment under the Act, if he proves, that the offence was committed without his
knowledge and that he exercised all due diligence to prevent the commission of such

offence.

ll. (1) Ifa person or a group ofpenons including the examination authority or seF'ice
provider or any other institution commits an organised crime, he shall be punished with
imprisonment for a term not less than five yean but which may extend to ten years and with
fine which shall not be less than one crore nrpees. Iu case ofdefault ofpayment offine, an
additional punishment of imprisonment shall be imposed as per the provisions of the

Bharatiya Nyaya Sa nhita,2023:

Provided that until the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,2023 is brought into force, the
provisions of the Indian Penal Code, shall be applicable in place of the said Act.

(2) Ifan institution is involved in committing an organised crime, its property shall be
subjected to attachment and forfeituie arld proportionate cost ofexamination shall also be

recovered from it.

CTLAPTERIV

lNeulRY AND INvESTIGATIoN

12. (1) An oflicer not below the rank ofDeputy Superintendent ofPolice or Assistant
Commissioner ofPolice shall investigate any offence under this Act.

(2) Notwithstandiog arything coDtained in sub-section (,1), the Central Govemment
shall have the powers to refer the investigation to any Central Investigating Agency.

CHAPTERV

Mrscru.rNeous

13. The Chairpenon, Memben, otlicers and other employees ofthe public examination
authority shall be deemed, when acting or purponing to act in pursuance of any of the
prcvisions of this Act, to be public servants within the meaning of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, 2023 :

Provided that until the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 is brought into force, the
provisions ofthe Indian Penal Code, shall be applicable in place of the saidAct.

14. No suit, prosecution or other legal proceediugs under this Act, shall lie against
any public servant, io respect of anything which is done in good faith or intended to be
done in the discharge ofhis official functions or in exercise ofhis powers:

)

45 of 2023

45 of I E60

15 of 2021
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6 THE CAZETTE OF IN'DIA EXTRAORDINARY [PrxL II

Provided that the public servants in the sewice ofany public examination authority
shalt be subject to administative action in terms of service rules ofsuch public examination
authority:

Provided funher that nothing shall preveut proceeding agahst such public servants
where, primafacie case exists for establishing commission of an offence under this Act.

15. The provisions of this Act shall be in addition to, and not in derogatioo of, any
other law for the timebeing in force:

Provided that the provisions of this Act shall have effect notwithstanding anyhing
inconsistent therewith contained in any other law for the time being in force or any instrument
having effect by virtue of any such law in force,

16. (1)The Central Govemment may, bynotification in the Offrcial Gazette, make rules
to carry out the provisions of this Act.

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality ofthe foregoing power, such
rules may provide for all or any ofthe follovring matters, namely:

(a) to lay down procedures, processes and activities for being adopted for
conduct ofthe public examination;

(b) any other matter which is to be or may be prescribed.

17. Every rule made under this Act shall be laid, as soon as may be afier it is made,
before each House ofParliament, while it is in session, for a total period of thidy days which
may be comprised in one session or in two or more successive sessions, and if, before the
expiry ofthe session, immediately following the session or the successive sessions aforesaid,
both Houses agree in making any modification in the rule, or both Houses a$ee that the
rule should not be made, the rule shall, thereafter have effect only in such modified form or
be ofno effect, as the casc may be; so, however, that any such modification or annulment
shall be without prejudice to the validity of anything previously done under that rule.

18. (1) Ifany difficulty arises in giving effect to the provisions ofthis Act, the Cetrtral
Government may, by order, pubtished in the Official Gazette, make such provisions within
three years, not inconsistent with the provisions ofthis Act, as appear to it to be necessary
for removal of difiiculty.

(2) Every order made under this sectior shall be laid, as soon as may be after it is
made, before each House ofParliament.

CILA,PTERVI

Arvrrxo&rsNT ro rue CruuruaL Law (arvrrronrNr) Onorxe.Nce, 1944

19. In the Crimiml Law (Amendment) Ordinance, 1944, in the Schedule, after serial
number 5 and entries relating thereto, the following serial number and entries shall be

inserted, namely:-

"6. An offence punishable under the Public Examirations (Prevention of Unthir
I{eans) Act, 202,1.".

Provisions of
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SEC.2l THE GAZET'TE OF DIDIA EXTRI,ORDNARY

THE SCHEDULE

lSee section 2 (&)l

ANY EXAMINATION CONDUCTED BY_

[. Union Public Service Commission.

2. Staff Selection Commission.

3. Railway Recruituent Boards.

4. Institute ofBarking Personnel Selection.

5. Ministries or Departrnents of the Central Government and their attached and

subordinate offrces for recruitment of staff.

6. National Testing Agency.

7. Such other authority as may be notified by the Central Govemment.
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STAIEMENT OF OBJECIS AND REASONS

Govemment has introduced several refouns to enhance transparency in examioations
for recruitment as well as admission to higher education instihltions. -these, inter qlia,
include introducing self-attestation; shortening examination cycle (from 18-22 months to 6-
l0 m.onths); doing away with interviervs for recruitment to Group 'C' and 'D'; introduction
of computer based tests and issuance o[ appointinent letters through digital means under
"Rojgar Mela".

2. Malpractices in public examinations ieati to delays and caocelladon ofexaminatious
adversely inpacting the prospects of miltions of youth. At present, there is no specitrc
substaolive law to deal with unlair maans adopt--C or offences committed by varicus etrtities
involved in the conduct ofpublic cxaminations by the Central Govemrnent and its agencies.
lherefore, it is impsrative that elemerrts that e.{ploit vulnerabilities of examination system
are iCelrili::.i and ,:ft'ectivell deait wirhl:y a comprehensive Central legislation.

i. Ihe cbj ective of the Bill is to biing greater ransparency, faimess and credi'oriiay ic
thc public examination sysrems alid ti reassurs Llre youth that their sincere alrl genuine
eUbrtl rvill be t'airl), rewarded and lhuir fun.uc i,: safe. Th€ Bill is aimed at cffectil.Ely and
legaily deterrtrg persons, organised grcups or institutions that indulge iu various unthir
means and adversely impact rhe puhlic exariination systems ior monetary or wrongful
gains. Candidate as defired in the Bill shall not be liable for action within the purview ofthe
Biil and shall continue lo be covercd under tlre exhnt administrative provisions of the
concemcd public e."-arninalioo auth(.rir).

4. The Bill shall serve as a moCel rlrft tbr States to adopr ai thcir discrctir;n. This
vrouicl aid Staies in preventing the crirninai elemeats fiom disruptirg conduct oftheir State
level public examinations.

5. The Biil seeks to achi:vc the above objeciives.

Nsw De lrrr;

't he 29th January,2024

DP' lII'LN*IJRA SINGH

MEMORANDUI"{ REGAITT'INC DELIG,\TED LEGISLAIION

Clause 2 ofthe Bilt provides tbr detirutions ased in th. Bill. Ilen (e) of sub-clause (-i r

of clause 2 provides for the deflnition u: thB expression "conduct ol public examination"
rvhich empcrvers the Cenlrai Govenrp-en! to p(:-\cnbe the procedurcs, proccsses a:rd
activities, for beiug adopted for the r:otduct rrf publi"c examination.

2. The matters in rcspect ofwhich m lr.ri may be made in accordance with rhe prorisions
olthe Bill are matters ofprocedure and detai: 1od it is not p.acticable rc provide tbr them in
the Bill itself.

3. The delegation oflegislative porcr is, theretbre, ofa normal character.

2579320/2026/CR

21

File No. 2024/E(RRB)/25/01 (Computer No. 3452732)

Generated from eOffice by RAJESH KUMAR MEENA, STENO-D/E/RRB(RKM), STENO-D/E/RRB, Establishment Dte on 15/09/2026 11:54 am

7211051(1)/2026/O/oCPO/IR/SR
163



rFrd + d, \rd"-( ql)o4/oooi /2003 26 REGiS tREt)NO DL-{N)04/0007/2003-26

ffi
E6I

T.be(6o*,ett*of gudlo
€t.fr . -fr.r'a. -g. - 31oz zoz 6-2z 50 35

cG-DL-E-3 I 072026-275035

sr$gl{ul

EXTRAORDINARY
r{m II * €Tg I

PART II - Section I
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PUBLISFIED BY AUTIIORITY

No.25l
'ri tcceft, {r,qt, Edr{ l, zozor:nsq 9, 1948 (rF6')

NEW DELHI, FRIDAY, JULY ll, 2026/5RAVANA 9, 1948 (Saka)

w qrrr { fir'r $a {€+t fl qrfr t ffi fo qt erarr {e-m{ * 6q C rot qr rS r

Separate paging is given to this Part in order that it may be filed tls a sep.rate compilntion.

MINISTRY OF LAWAND JUSTICE
(Legislative Department)

Nev Delhi, the 31.;t Jul2", 20?6iSrcvuna 9. 1948 (Sakul

'Ihe lollowing Act of Parliament received the assent of the President on the
3 Ist July, 2026 and is hereby published fur general inlbrmation:-

,fHE 
PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS (PREVENTION OF L,INFAIR MEANS)

AMENDMENT ACT,2O26

No. I0 oF 2026

An Act to amend the Public Examinations (Prevention of Unf'air Means)
Act. 2024.

BE it enacted by Parliament in the Seventy-seventh Year of the Republic of
India as follows:-

1. This Act may be called the Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair
Means) Amendment Ac1, 2026.

2. In the Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024
(hereinafter referred to as the principal Act), in section 10,-

(a) in sub-section (1), for the words "three years but which may extend
to five years and with fine up to ten lakh rupees. In", the words "five yeaff but
which may extend up to ten years and with fine up to fifty lakh rupees, and in"
shall be substituted;

Shorl tillc

I of202.1
section l0
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section I I

section I2

Insertion ofnew
sections l2A and

t28.
f-.ast Irdcked
investigation and

Special Fart
Track Courts.

'1i of202l

(b) in sub-section (2),-
(i) tbr the words "one crore rupees", the words "five crore rupees"

shall be substituted;

(ll) for the words "four years", the wotds "eight years" shall be

substituted;

1i1 in sub-section 1J t.-
(i) for the words "three years", the words "five years" shall be

substiluted:

(ll) for the words "one crore rupees. In". the words "five crore

rupees, and in" shall be substituted.

3. In section 1l ofthe pdncipal Act, in sub-section (/),-
(i) for the words "five years", the words "seven years" shall be

substituted;

(ll) for the words "one crore rupees. In", the words "ten crore rupees,

and in" shall be substituted.

4. In section l2 ofthe principal Act, in sub-section (2),-
(a) after the words "Central Investigating Agency", the words "or a

Special Task Force, as that Government may, by notification, constitute in this
behall' shall be inserted;

(r) the following proviso shall be inserted, namely:-

"Provided lhat where the Central Government constitutes a
Special Task Force under this sub-section, such investigation shall be

done only by the Special Task Force so constituted.".

5. After section 12 of the principal Act, the following sections shall be

inserted, namely:-

"12A. (1) The investigation of an offence under this Act, shall be

completed-
(a) by an olficer empowered to investigate under sub-section (.1)

of section 12, within a period of two months from the date on which
the information was recorded by the officer in-charge of the police
station; or

(6) by a Central Investigating Agency, within a period of two
months liom the date of a teference made to it by the Central

Government under sub-section (2) ofthe said section; or

(r) by a Special Task Force, within a period of two months from
the date of issuance of notification in this behalf by the Central

Govemment under sub-section (2) ofthe said section.

(2) For the purposes of providing a speedy trial on day-to-day basis,

every State Government and Union territory Administration shall, in
consultation with the chief Justice of the concerned High court, by
notification, designate a Coud of Session, to be a Special Fast Trark Court to
try offences under this Act.

(J) A Special Fast Track Court designated under sub-section (2) shall,

while trying offences under this Act, also try other offences connected thereto
with which the accused may be charged under the Bhaxatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, 2023 or any other law for the time being in force, at the same trial.

(J) In every trial of an oifence under this Act, the proceedings shall be

continued on day-to-day basis, urtil all the witnesses in attendance have been

examined, unless the Special Fast Track Court, for reasons to be recorded in writing,
finds that adjournment of the same beyond the following day is necessary:
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Provided that such trial shall be completed within a period of three
months from the date of filing ofthe chargesheet.

(5) The cases or trials pertaining to offences under this Act or any other
law for the time being in force as specified in sub-section (3), which are
pending on the date of commencement of the Public Exanrinations
(Prevention of Unfair Means) Amendment Act. 2026, shall stand transferred
to the Special Fast Track Court designated under sub-section (2).

(6) The trial of cases transferred under sub-section (5) shall be conducted by
the Special Fast Track Court designated under sub-section (2) from the stage it
is received upon such transfer and shall be completed within a period ofthree
months lrom the date of such receipt.

(Z) Every State Government and Union tenitory Administration shall, by
notification, appoint one or more Special Public Prosecutors for every Special
Fast Track Court in accordance with sub-section (8) of section 18 of the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita,2023, for conduct ofcases under this Act.

(8) Every person appointed as a Special Public Prosecutor under this
section. shall be deemed to be a Public Prosecutor within the meaning of
clause (v) of sub-section (1) of section 2 of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita, 2023 and the provisions ofthat Sanhita shall apply accordingly.

l28. (/) Notwithstanding anything contained in the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita, 2023, an appeal shall Iie from any judgment, sentence or
order, not being an interlocutory order, of a Special Fast Track Court to the
High Court.

(2) Every appeal under sub-section (1) shall be heard by a bench of two
Judges of the High Court and shall. as far as possible. be disposed of within a
period of three months from the date of admission of the appeal.

(J) Except as aforesaid, no appeal or revision shall lie to any Court
from any judgment, sentence or order including an interlocutory order
of a Special Fast Track Court.

(J) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (.i) ofsection 419 of the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023, an appeal shall lie to the High Court
against an order of the Special Fast Track Court granting orrefusingbail.

(5) Every appeal under lhis section shall be preferred within a period of
thirty days from the date ofthejudgment, sentence or order appealed tiom:

Provided that the High Court may entertain an appeal after the expiry
of the said period of thirty days if it is satisfied that the appellant had
sufficient cause for not preferdng the appeal within the period of thirty days:

Provided further that no appeal shall be entertained after the expiry of
the period of ninety days.".

DR. RAJIV MANI,
Secretarv to the Govt. of lndia.

3

.{6 of2023

46 of2023

16 of 2023

46 ol 2023

IJPL().'\DED BY-TIIT NIANA(][R. (i0VERN]!IEN] OF INDIA PRI]SS. IIIIN'I-O RoAD NEW DI]LtII-IIOOO2
AND plrBt.lsFIItD By',ntE (1)N IROt_t_HR ()tj pltBI.t(.At.toNs. DILHI_ 0051.

lVClPl\,lRND-.187 CI-l 1.07 20:6

2579320/2026/CR

24

File No. 2024/E(RRB)/25/01 (Computer No. 3452732)

Generated from eOffice by RAJESH KUMAR MEENA, STENO-D/E/RRB(RKM), STENO-D/E/RRB, Establishment Dte on 15/09/2026 11:54 am

7211051(1)/2026/O/oCPO/IR/SR
166


