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Government of India/{Rd IR
Ministry of Railways e AT

Railway Board e €13
No. 2024/E(RRB)/25/01 New Delhi, dated 14.09.2026
The Chairpersons, The General Managers (P)
All Railway Recruitment Boards. All Zonal Railways/Production Units

Sub: Implementation of The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means)
Amendment Act, 2026 - Reg.
Ref.: Secretary/DoPT’s D.O. letter No. 39020/12/2023-Estt(B) dated 10.08.2026.

okskkook

This office is in receipt of Secretary/DoPT’s D.O. letter dated 10.08.2026 (copy
enclosed) on the above-mentioned subject. It has been apprised therein that the Union
Government has amended The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024
with the objective of securing speedy justice through time-bound investigation and trials and
creating stronger deterrence through tougher punishments for those resorting to unfair means in
public examinations. The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Amendment Act,
2026 has come into force w.e.f. 31.07.2026.

2. Further, it has been requested to extend support for the comprehensive and effective
implementation of the provisions of the Amendment Act, the Principal Act and the Rules
thereunder in all public examinations conducted by public examination bodies, authorities and
attached agencies under the administrative control of the concerned Ministry/Department.

3. The above is circulated for information with a view to ensure compliance with the
provisions of the Amendment Act, the Principal Act, and the Rules thereunder in all the public
examinations conducted for recruitment of staff.

DA: As above. Digitally signed by
MANISH MATHUR

Date: 14-09-2026

13:37:44

(Manish Mathur)
Director-1I/E(RRB)

Railway Board.
Contact No. 011-23047188

Room No. 427, Rail Bhawan, Raisina Road, New Delhi 110001.
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Secretary Department of Personne! & Training
Ministry of Personnel, Public
Grlevances and Pensions
D.O. No. 32020/12/2023-Estt{B) 10" August, 2026
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Governmont of India

Lg;\_v CM}L»-a,A-—L ’

As you would be aware, the Union Govemment had enacied The Public
Examinations {Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024 to deal with unfair means in public
examinations, and Rules thereunder were notified in June 2024. The Union Government
has recently amended this Act with the objective of securing speedy justice through time-
bound investigation and trials, and creating stronger deterrence through tcugher
punishments for those who resort to unfair means in pubiic examinations. The
amendments made vide The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means)
Amendment Act, 2025 have come into force w.e.f. 31.07.2026. A copy of the Amendment
Act, the Principal Act and the Rules is enclosed herewith.

2. i am vriting to request vour personal intervention in supporting the comprehensive
andg efective implementation of the provisions of the Amendment Act, the Principal Act,
and {he Rules thereundaor, in all public examinations conducted by public examination
bodies, authontigs, and attached agencies functioning under your administrative control.

3. Fiook forward te your collaboration and support in enhancing the transparency and
credibility of the publc examination system.

Wnﬂmx

Yours sincerely,

143

Fifw, a9 e aear v Faea

L atbmme

Encl: As above

{Rachna Shah}

Secretaries (o the Govt. of India as per list attached.

T L 31042, T 497-3, ¢ fATH-110001, Roorh No. 31042, Kartavya Bhavan-3, New Dalhi - 110001
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The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means)
Act, 2024

(ACT NO. | 0F 2024)
A5 on the 31sr Sudyv, 2026]
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AMENDMENT ACT

. The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Amendment Act, 2026

{10 of 2026).

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS USED

CL., cls, far Clause, clauses.
Ins, . Inserted.
Notifn. MNotification,
S.. ss. Section, sections.
Sch, Schedule.
Subs. Substituted.
w.ef

with effect from.
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THE PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS (PREVENTION OF UNFAIR MEANS) ACT, 2024

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS

CHAPTER |
PRELIMINARY
SECTIONS

l. Short title and commencement.
Definitions.

]

CHAPTER 11
UNFATR MEANS AND OFFENCES
Unfair means.
Censpiracy for unfair means.
Disruption to conduct public examination.
6. Other offences.
7. No premises other than examination centre shall be used for public examination.
8. Offences in respect of service providers and other persons.
CHAPTER I
PUNISHMENT FOR OFFENCES

L e La

9. Cognizable offences.
10. Punishment for offences under this Act.
11. Organised crimes.

CHAPTER IV
INQUIRY AND INVESTIGATION

12. Officers empowered to investigate.
12A. Fast tracked investigation and Special Fast Track Courts.
|2B. Appeals,

CHAPTER V

MISCELLANEOUS

13. Members, officers and employees of public examination authority to be public servants.
14. Protection of action taken in good faith by any public servant.
13, Provisions of this Act to be in addition to other laws.
16: Power to make rules.
17. Laying of rules.
18, Power to remove difficulties,

CHAPTER VI
AMENDMENT TO THE CRIMINAL LAW (AMENDMENT) ORDINANCE. 1944

19. Amendment of Ordinance 38 of 1944,
THE SCHEDULFE
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THE PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS (PREVENTION OF UNFAIR MEANS) ACT, 2024
ACTNQ. 1 OF 2024

{12tk February, 2024.)

An Act to prevent unfair means in the public examinations and 1o provide for matters
connected therewith or incidental therety.

BE il cnacted by Parliament in the Seventy-fifth Year of the Republic of India ag follows:—
CHAPTER |
PRELIMINARY

1. Short title and commencement.—{/) This Act may be called the Public Examinations
{Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024,

{2} [ shall eome imio Force on such dale' as the Centra! Government may, by netilication m the
Official Gazelte, appoin.

2. Dufimitions —{ /) In this Act, unless the comiext otherwise requires,—

{«) “candidate™ means a person who has been granted permission by the public examination
autharity 10 appear in public cxamination and includes & person authorised to acl as g scribe on bis
hehalf i the public examination;

(b} “communication device™ shall have the seme mcaning assigned to it in clavse (&a) of
sub-section () of section 2 of the Informatien Technolegy Act, 2000 (21 of 2000,

() “competent authority”™ shall mean the Minisiry ot a Departinent of the Central Govemment
administratively concemed with the public examination authority:

(e} “vomputer network”, “computer resource” and “computer system” shall have the
meanings respectively assigned 1o them in clauses (), (k) and {{} of sub-scction (£} of section 2 of
the information Technology Act, 2000 (21 of 2000y,

() “vonduct of public cxaminalion™ shall include all the procedures, processes and activities,
as may be preseribed, for being adopted for the conduct of public ¢xamination,

() “institution” means any agency. orpanisation, budy, association of persons, business enlity,
company, partncrship or single proprictorship firm, by whatesor name it may be called, which is
ather than the poblic examination authotity and the service provider engaged by such authority.

Expianation.  For the purposes of s clause, it is clarified that “company™ includes o company
as defined in clause {20 of seetion 2 of the Companies &ct, 2003 (1% of 2003); or a limited lability
pastnership firmn as defined in clause (2} of sub-section (/) of section 2 of the Limited Liability
Fartnership Act, 2008 (7 of 2009);

{zr} "ouotification” means a notificaiion published in the Official Gazette and the expression
“rotily" shall be construed accordingly:

{(#) “orgamsed crime” means an unlawful aciivity committed by a person or a group of
persons indulging in unfair means in collusion amd conspiracy W pursue or promote a shared
interest for wrongful gain in cespect of a public cxamination;

i} “person assaciated with a service provider” means a person who performs services for or
on behalf of such service provider irtespective of whether such person is an emaployee or an agent
ot a subsidiary of such service provider, as the case may be;

(/) "prescribed” means presoribed by rules made under this Act:

1. 2t% Tune, 2024, wde Motifn N0 5.0, 232306 dated 21* June. 2024 g Ouelie of i, Extraordinary, Pant 11,
e, 3,
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{ky “public cxaminalion”™ means any examination conducted by Lhe publc examinalion
awlhority, as spacified m the Schedule, or conducted by such other authority as may be notified by
the Cenrral Government;

{f} “public examination authority™ means in authorily as specified by the Central Government
by a notification, from time to time o conducting the public examinations;

{m) “public examination centre™ nieans such premises, which 15 selected by the service
provider or otherwise sclected by the public cxamination authority, (0 be used for conduct of
public examination and which, amongst others, may include any school, computer centrs,
institution, any building or pan thereof and the same shall include the entire periphery and land
appurtenant thereto which may be used for security and other related reasons for conduct of the
public examinations; and

{m} “service provider™ means any agency, organisation, body, association of persons, business
emily, company, parnership or single proprictorship  fim.  including its  associates,
sub-comractors and provider of suppon of any computer resource or any material, by whatever
name it may be called, which is engaged by the public examination autherity for conduct of
public ¢xamination.

(2} Words and expressions used hergin but not defined and defined under any ather Yaw For the
time being in force, shall have the same ineanings as assigned to them in those laws,

CHAPTER 1l
LIWFAIR MEANS AND DFFENCES

3. Unfair means —The unfair means relating to the conduct ol 2 public cxamination shall include
any acl or omission done or caused to be done by any person or group of persons or instimtions, and
mclude but not be resiricted to. any of the lellowing acts for monctary or wrong fal gain—

{f} lzakage of question paper or answer key ot part thereof:
() participating in collusion with oihers to efTect leakage of question puper or answer key:

{{if} accessing or laking posscssion of question paper or an Optical Mark Recognition
response sheet without authority;

{#v) providing sehution to one or tnorc questions by any unauthorised person during 2 public
examination;

(v} directly or indircetly assisting the candidate in any manner unauthorisedly in the public
examination:

(vi) 1ampening with answer sheets including Optical Mark Recognition responsc sheets;
{vif) altering the assessment except to correct a bosa fde error without any autherity,

{wid) willful violation of norms or standards set up by the Central Government for conduct of
a publi¢ cxaminalion on its own ot through its agency;

{£x} wmpering with any document neecssary for shert-listing of candidates or finalising the
merit ¢r rank of a candidate in a public examination;

() deliberate violation of security messures to facilitate unfair means in conduct of a publis
examinalion:

(xi) lampuring with the computer network or a COMPUICE FESOUrCE OT i COIMPULET systemm,

{x1) mantpulation in seating arrangements, atlocation of dates and shifis for the candidates to
facilitate adopling unfair means in ¢xaminations:
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(xiif) threatening the life, liberty or wrongfully restraining persons associated with the public
examinauon authority or the service provider or any authorised agency of the Government; or
obstructing the conduct of a public examination;

{xiv) creation of fake website 1o cheat or for monetary gain; and

{xv) conduct of fuke examination, issuance of fake admit cards or offer letters o cheat or for
monetary gain.

4. Conspiracy for unfair means —No person or group of persons or institutions shall collude or
conspire to facilitate indulgence in any such unfair means,

5. Disruption to conduct public examination.—(/) No person, who is not entrusted or engaged
with the work pertaining to the public examination or conduct of public examination or who is not a
candidate, shall enter the premises of the examination centre, with intent to disrupt the conduct of the
pubhic examination.

{2) No person authonsed, engaged or entrusted with the duties to conduct public examination
shall. before the time fixed for opening and distribution of question papers—

() open, leak or possess or aocess or solve or seek assistance to solve such question paper or any
portion or a copy thereof in unauthorised manner for monetary or wrongful gain;

{h) give any confidential information or promise to give such confidential information to any
person, where such confidential information is related to or in reference to such question paper for
monelary or wrongful gain,

{3) No person, who is entrusted or engaged with any work pertaining to public examination shall,
except where he is authorised in furtheranice of his duties so to do, reveal or cause to be revealed or
make known to any other person any information or part thereof which has come to his knowledee for
any undue advantage or wrongtul gain,

6. Other offences.—If any person or group of persons or institution commits any unfair means or
offence under sections 3, 4 and section 5, the service provider shall forthwith report the offence to the
concemned police authorities and also inform the public examination authority:

Provided that if the service provider resorts to unfair means and commits the offence or is
involved in facilitating an offence, the public examination authority shall report the same to the
concerned police authorities.

7. No premises other than examination centre shall be used for public examination —It shall
be an offence for the service provider or anv person associated with the service provider to cause any
premises, other than the examivation centre, authorised by the public examination authority, to be

alternatively used for the purpose of holding public examination, without the written approval of the
public examination authority.

Provided that nothing contained in this section shall be an offence where any change in the
examination centre without prior consent of the public examinution authority is due to any force
MAfenre,

8%, Offences in respect of serviee providers and other persons— /) Any person, mcluding the
person associated with a service provider. shall be deemed 10 have committed an ofience it he
individually or in collusion with any other person or group of persons or institutions assists any

person or group of persons or institutions in any manner unauthonsedly in the conduct of public
cxamination.

{2) Service provider or any person sssociated with 1t sha'l be deemed to have committed an
offence 1if he fails to report incidence of any unfair means or commizsion of any offence.

{3) Where an offence committed by a service provider (5, prima focie, esiabhished during
investigation to have been committed with the consent or connivince of any director, manager,

File No. 2024/E(RRB)/25/01 (Computer No. 3452732)
Generated from eOffice by RAJESH KUMAR MEENA, STENO-D/E/RRB(RKM), STENO-D/E/RRB, Establishment Dte on 15/09/2026 11:54 am



2579320/2026/CR

7211051(1)/2026/0/0CPO/IR/SR

v

sucretary or other officer of such service provider, such person shall alse be Liable 10 be proceaded
against:

Provided that nothing containud in this sub-zection shall render any such person liable to any
punishment under the Aet, if he proves, that the offence was committed without his knowledge amd
that he exercised all due diligence 10 provent the commission of such offence.

CHAPTER 11I
PUNISHMENT FOR OFFFNCES

9. Cognizable offences —All offences under this Act, shall be cognizable, non-bailable and
non-compoundable.

19, Punishment for effences under this Act—{{} Any person or persons resocting to unfair
means and oftences under this Act, shall be punished with imprisonment for a term not less than '[five
years but which may extend up 1o ten years and with fing up to fifty lakh rupees, and in] case of
default of payment of fine, an additional punishment of imptisonment shall be imposed, as per the
provizsions of the Bharatiya Myaya Sanhita, 2023 (45 of 2023y;

Provided that until the Bharatiya Nyaya Sarhita, 2023 (45 of 2023) is brought into force. the
provisions of the Indian Penal Code (45 of 1860}, shall be applicable in place of the said Act.

t2) The service provider shall also be liable to be punished with imposition of a fine upto Y[five
crore rupees} and proportionate cost of examination shall alse be recovered from such service
provider and he shall also be barred from being assigned with any responsibility for the conduct of
any public examination for a poriod of Ffeight ycars).

{3} Where 1t is established dunng the investigation that offence under this Act has bgen
committed with the consent or connivance of any Director, Senior Management or the persons
in-charge of the service provider fimm, he shall be Hable for imprisonment for a term not less than
‘[five years] but which may extend to ten years and with fine of *[five crore rupees, and in] case of
default of payment of fine, an additional punishment of imprisonment shall be imposed as per the
provisions of the Bharaliya Nyaya Sanhuta, 2023 (435 of 2023):

Provided that wmil the Bharativa Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 (45 ol 2023) is brought into force, the
provisions of the [ndian Penal Code (45 of 1860), shatl be applicable in place of the said Act.

(#) Nothing contained in this section shall render any such person liable to any punishrment under
the Act, if he proves, that the offence was committed without his knowledge and that he exercised all
due diligence to prevent the commission of such offence.

11. Organised crimes.—{/) If a person or a group of persons including the examination authority
or service provider or any other mstitution commits an organised enime, he shall be punished with
imprisenment for a term not less than *[seven years] but which mav extend (o ten years and with fine
which shall not be less than “[ten crose rupees, and 0] case of default of pavment of Ome, an
additional punishment of tmprisoament shall be imposed as per the provisions of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhira, 2023 (45 of 2023):

Provided that until the Bharativa Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 (45 o 2023) is braught into force, the provisions
of the Indian Penal Code (45 of 1860), shall be applicable in place of the said Act.

(2) If an institution is involved 1o committing an organised crime, ils property shall be subjected
ko attachment and forfeiture and proportionate cost of examination shall alse be recovered from it.

1. Subs. by Act 100l 2028, 5. 2 Tor "tiree years bt which may exlend wn fve peeits atud with fing up ke ten lekh mipees. [n™
w3107 2024}

2 Subs. by 5. 2, ibid,, for "one crore mpees” (w.e.f 31072026,

3 Subs by 5. 2, ibdd.. for “four years™ {w e £ 110720200,

4. Subs. by 5. 2, ifid., Tor “ree years™ fw.e.f. 31.07.2026),

5. Bubs. by s, 2, dbid. Tor“one crore rupees. In™ fw o, 31.07 20261

6. Subz by s 3 ibig, for “lve vears™ fwee D 3 E07.2026),

T Bube. by 5. X, ibid | for “one crong rupess. In” gw e [ 5107.2006)

7
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CHAPTER IV
IMQUIRY AND IMVESTIGATION

12, Officers empowered to investizgate —(/) An officer not below the rank of Deputy

Superintendent of Police or Assistant Commissioner of Police shall investigate any offence undac this
Act,

{2) Notwithstanding anvthing comained in sub-section (1), the Central Government shal! have the
powcrs 10 refer the investigation to any Central Investigating Agency ‘[or a Special Task Foree, as
that Ciovernment may, by notification, constitute in this behalf].

'[Provided that where the Central Government constinntes a Special Task Foree under this
sub-seetion, such investigation shall be done only by the Specisl Task Foree so constituted.]

‘[12A. Fast tracked investipation and Special Fast Track Courts.—(/) The invesugation ofan
offence under this Act, shall be completed

{a) by an officer empowered 1o investigate under sub-section £ £} ol section 12, within 2 period
of two months from Lhe date on which the information was recorded by the officer in-charge of
the police slaton, or

(#) by a Cemral [nvestigating Agency, within a perfod of two months from 1he date of a
reference made to it by the Central Government under sub-scetion (2} of the said section; or

{r) by a Special Task Force. within a period of two months from the date of issuance of
notification in this behalFby the Central Government under sub-section {29 of the said sccton.

{2} l'pr the purpeses of providing a specdy trial on day-te-day basis, every State Government and
Union territory Administration shall, in consultation with the Chicet fustice of the concemed High
Court, by notification, designale a Court of Session, ta be a Special Fast Track Court to try offences
under this Act,

{3 A Special Fast Track Court designated under sub-sectiva (2) shall, whik trying offences under
this Act, also ury other offences connected thereto with which the accused may be charged under the

Bharaliya Nyaya Sachita, 2023 (45 of 2023) or any other law for the time being in force, al the same
toal.

{1 In every trial of an vffence under this Act, the proceedings shall be continued on day-to-day
basis, until ail the witnesses in attendance have been examined, unless 1he Special Fast Track Court,
for rezsons to be recorded in writing, finds that adioumnment of the same beyond the following day is
necessary:

Provided that such wial shall bi: compleled within a period of three months from the date of filing
of the chargeshect.

(5) The cases or trials pertainming 1o offences under this Act or any other law for the time being in
force as specified in sub-section (3). which arc pending on the date of commencement of the Public
Examinations (Prevenlion of Unfair Means) Amendment Act, 2026, shall stand transferred w the
Special Fast Track Court designated under sub-section (2).

() The rrial of cases transferred under sub-section {5} shall be conducted by the Special Fast
Track Court designated under sub-section {2) from the slage it is received npon such transfer and shall
be completed within a period of three months from the date of such receipt.

{7) Every State Government and Lnign territory Administration shall, by notification, appeinl one
or more Special Public Prosecutors for every Special Fast Track Coun in accordance with
sub-section {&} of section 18 of the Bharativa Nagark Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 (46 of 2023), for
conduct of cases under this Act.

1 Ins. by Act 10 ol 2026, & 4 (wel 3 UT.2026)
2. 1ns. by 3. 5, ihid, (w307 2026

3
9
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{8} Every person appointed as a Special Public Presecutor under this section, shall be deemed to
be a Public Prosecutor within the meaning of clause (v) of sub-section {f) of section 2 of the
Bhataliya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 (46 of 2023) and the provisions of that Sanhita shall apply
accordingly.

12B. Appeals.—(} Notwithstanding anything contained in the Bharativa Magarik Suraksha
Sanhita, 2023 (46 of 2023}, an appeal shall liz from any judgment, senlence or order, not being an
interlocutory order, of a Special Fast Track Court to the High Courl.

{2} Every appeal under sub-section () shall be heard by a bench of two Judges of the High Courl
and shall, 25 far as possible, be disposed of within a period of three months from the date of admission
of the appeal.

{3} Excomt as aforcsaid, no appeal or revision shall lie to any Couwrt from any judgrment, sentence
or order including an interlocutory order of a Special Fast Track Court.

{#) Netwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (3) of section 419 of the Bharativa Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 {46 of 2023), an appeal shall lic 10 the High Court against an order of the
Special Fast Track Court granting or refusing bail.

{2} Every appcal under this section shall fw preferred within a pedod of thiny days from the datg
of the judgment, sentence or order appealed from:

Provided that the High Court may entertain an appeal after the expiry of the said peried of thirty
days if it is satisficd that the appeliant had sulficient cause for not preferring the appeal within the
period of thirty days:

Provided funher that no appeal shall be entertained after the expiry of the period of ninety days.]
CHAPTER ¥
MISCELL ANEQIIS

13. Members, officers and employees of public examination authority to be public
servants.—The Chairperson, Memburs, officers and other employecs of the public examination
authority shail be deemed, when acting or purporting 1o act in putsuance of any of the provisions of
this Act, to be public servants within the meaning of the Bharatiyva Nyaya Sznhita, 2023 (45 of 2023):

Provided that until the Bharativa Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 (45 of 2023) is brought into force, the
preovisions of the Indian Penal Code (45 of 1860), shall be applicable in place of the said Acl,

14. Protection of action taken in good faith by any public servant.—Ne suil, prosccution ot
uiber legal proceedings under this Act, shall lie against any public servant. in respeel of anything
which 15 done in good faith or intended to be done in the Jischarge of his official Functions or in
exercise of his powers:

Provided that the public servants in the service of any public examination authority shall be
subject 10 administrative action in lerms of service rules of such publie examinalion authority:

Provided further 1hat nothing shall prevent procecding against such public servants where, prima

Sacie case exists for establishing commission of an effence under this Act,

15. Provisiens of this Act to be in addition o ather laws.—The provisions of this Acl shall be
in addition 10, and not in derogation of, any other law for the tme being in force:

Provided that the provisions of this Act shall have effect notwilhstanding anything inconsistent

therewith contained in any other law for the time being in force or any instrument having effect by
virtue of any such law in foree,

16. Power to make rules—{/} The Central Goverinent may, by notification in the Official
Gazette, make rules to carry out the provisions of this Act.

{2} In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power, such rules may
provide for all or any of the following matters, namely: —

10
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{a) o lay down procedures, processes and activities for being adopted for conduct of the
public examination;

() any other matter which is to be or may be prescribed.

17. Laying of rules —Every rule made under this Act shall be laid, as soon as may be after it is
made, before each House of Parliament, while it is in session. for a total period of thirty dayvs which
may be comprised in one session or in two or more successive sessions, and if, before the expiry of
the session, immediately following the session or the successive sessions aforesaid, both Houses agree
in making any modification in the rule, or both Houses agree that the rule should not be made, the rule
shall, thereafter have effect only in such modified form or be of no effect, as the case may be; so,
however, that any such modification or annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity of
anything previcusly done under that rule.

18. Power to remove difficulties,—{/) If any difficulty arises in giving effect to the provisions of
this Act, the Central Government may, by order, published in the Official Gazette, make such
provisions within three years, not inconsistent with the provisions of this Acl, as appear to it to be
necessary for removal of difficulty,

{2) Every order made under this section shall be laid, as soon as may be afier 1t is made, before
each House of Parliament,

CHAPTER V1

AMENDMENT TO THE CRIMINAL LAW [ AMENDMENT) ORDINANCE, 1944

19. Amendment of Ordinance 38 of 1944 —In the Criminal Law (Amendment) Ordinance,
1944, in the Schedule, after serial number 5 and entries relating thereto, the following serial number
and entries shall be inserted, numely:—

“6. An offence punishable under the Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means)
Act, 2024,

10
11
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THE SCHEDULE
[See section 2(k))

ANY EXAMINATION CONDUCTED BY —

. Union Public Service Commission.

2. Staff Selection Commission,

3. Railway Recruitment Boards.

4. Institute of Banking Personnel Selection.

5. Ministries or Departments of the Central Government and their attached and subordinate

affices For recruitment of staff,
6. National Testing Agency.
Such other authority as may be notified by the Central Government.

e

11

12
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

Government has introduced several reforms to enhance tramspurency in examinations for
recnailment as well as admission to highet education instiwtions. These, imter afia, include
mireducing self-attesiation; shortening examination cycle (from 18-22 months Lo 6- 10 months); doing
away with interviews For recruitment to Group *C” and ‘D7 inrodoction of computer based tests and
issuance of
appeintment leters through digital means under “Rofrar Mela™.,

2. Malpractices in public examinations lead to delays and cancellation of cxaminanions adversely
impacting the prospects of millions of youth, At present, there is no specilic substantive law to deal
with ynfair means adopted or offences committed by various entities involved in the conduct of public
examinations by the Ceniral Government and its agencies. Therefure, it is imperative that clements
that cxploit vulngrabilities of cxaminaton sysiem are identified and effectively dealt with by a
comprchenstve Central legislation.

3. The objective of the Bill is to bring greater fransparcncy, fairness and credibility ro the public
examinalion systéms and to reassure the youth that their sincere and genuine effores will be fairly
rewarded and their fuhore is safe. The Bill is aimed at cffectively and lepslly deterring persons,
organised groups or insttulions that indulge in various unfair means and adversely impact the public
gxumination systems for menelary or wrongful gains. Candidale as defined in the Bill shall not be
liable for action within the purvicw of The Bill and shall continue to be cowvercd under the exeant
mdminisiralive provisions of the concerned public examination authority.

4. The Bil) shall serve as 2 model drafl for States 10 adopr aL their discretion, This would aid Scaes
in preventing the eriminal elements from disrupting conduct of their State level public examinations.

5, The Bill seeks to achieve the above objectives.

DR, JITENDRA SINGEH.
MNEW DELHL
The 29¢eh January, 224,

12
13
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The Gazette of Jndia
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CG-DL-E-06022024-251826

AT
EXTRAORDINARY
™ II—87 2
PART 1§ — Section 2
Wit # yEIfm
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY

% 3 i feeeht, S, I 5, 2024799 16, 1945 (FF)
No. 3| NEW DELHI, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 20B/MAGHA 16, 1945 (SAKA)

wymi R e dend Rt r AT T A TR W

Separate paging is given 1o this Fart in order that it may be filed as g separate compilation,

LOK SABITA
The following Bills were introduced on 5th February 2024 —
By Mo, 150r 2024

A Bilf ro prevent unfuir means in the public examiretions and to provide for marters
connected dherewith or incidemeal thereio.

By it enacted by Parbament in the Seventv-fitth Year of the Republic of Indiz as
follows:—-

CHAFTER I
PlELisiimsamry

1.{ /Y This Aot reav be called sha Pubibe Exarmnations (Frevention of Unfair Mzane)  Short itk and
Act, 2024, AOTHTIVRC S TIERE.

{23 [t shall come inte force on such date as the Central Governmenl may, by notification
in the Official Gazette, appoiat,
2. (1) In this Act, unless the conext atherwise requices,— Duefnitiamns

{#) ¢candidate™ means a person who has been granted permission by the public
examination authority 1 appear in public examination and includes a perscn authorised
I act as a scribe on his behalf in the public exantination;

14
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()} "eommunication device” shall have the same meaning assignad 1o it in
clause (ha) of sub-secton {{) of section 2 of the Information Technology Act, 2000; 21 of 2000

{c) “competent authority™ shall mean the Ministry or a Department of the
Central Government administralively concerned with the public examination
authority;

{d) “computer network”, “computer resource™ and “eomputer syslem”
shall have the meanings respectively aszigned to themn in clauses (), (¥) and ({)
of sub-section (/) of section 2 of the Infermation Technology Act. 2000; 21 af 2000.

{e) “conduct of public examination” shall include all the procedures,

processes and activities, as may be prescribed, for being adopted for the conduct
ofpublic examination;

/) “institution™ means any agency, organisation, body, association of
persons, business entity, company, parinership or single proprictorship firm, by
whatgver name it may be called, which is other than the public examinabion
authority and the service provider engaged by such avthority.

Exrplonation —For the purprses of this clavse, it is clarified that “company”
includes 2 company as defined in clavse (20) of section 2 ol the Companies
Act, 2013; or a limited Liability parinership firm as defined in clause {n) of (3 of 2013
sub-section (/) of section 2 of the Limited Liability Parinership Act, 2008; T al 2uud.

(g} “notification” means a notification published in the Cfficial Gazets and
the expression “motify™ shall by construed 2ceordingly;

{#) “orzanised come” means an unlawful activity commutted by a person
or a group of persons indulzing in untair means in collusion and conspitacy to
pursuc or promoele a shared interest for wrongful gain in respect of a public
adamination;

(i} “person associated with a service provider” means a person who
performs services for or on behalf of such service provider imrespective of
wherher such person is an empioyee or an agenl or a subsidiary of such service
provider, as the case may be;

() “presenbed” means preseribed by rules made under this Act;

(%} “public examination” means any examination conducted by the public
caamination authority, as specified in the Schedule, ot conducied by such other
authority as may be notified by the Central Government;

() “public examination authonity” means an authority as specified by the
Central Government by a petification, from time to time for conducting the
sublic examinations;

{m) “public examination ¢centre” means such premises, which is selecied
by the service provider or otherwise selected by the public examination authority,
to be used for conduct of public examination and which, amongst others, may
include any school, computer centre, institetion, any buildimg or part thereof
and the same shall inelede the entire periphery and land appurtenam thereto
which may be used for security and other related reasens for conduct of the
public examinations; and

() “service provider” means any agency, organisation, body, association
of persons, busingss entity, company, partnership or single proprietorship firm,
inciuding its associates, sub-contractors and provider of support of any compurer
resource or any material, by whatever name it may be zalled, which is engaged
by the public examination suthority for conduct of public examinaticn.

15

File No. 2024/E(RRB)/25/01 (Computer No. 3452732)
Generated from eOffice by RAJESH KUMAR MEENA, STENO-D/E/RRB(RKM), STENO-D/E/RRB, Establishment Dte on 15/09/2026 11:54 am



2579320/2026/CR

7211051(1)/2026/0/0CPO/IR/SR

Sec. 2] THE GAZETTE OF INDIA EXTRAORDINARY 3

{7) Words and expressions uzed herein but not defined and defined under any other
Taw for the time being in force, shall have the same meanings es assigned to them in these
laws.

CHAFPTERII
LINFA LR MEANS AND OFFENCES

3. The unfair means relating to the conduct of a public examination shall include any
act or omission done or vaused to be done by any person or group of persons or institutians,
and includs but not be restricled to, any of the following acts for monelary ot wrongful
gain—

(¥ leakage of question paper or answer key or part thereof;

(if) participating in collusion with others to effect leakage of question paper or
answer key,

(fif) accessing or taking possession of guestion paper or an Optical Mark
Fecognition response sheel without authoriry,

{iv) providing solution to one or more questions by any unawtherised person
dunng a public examinalion,

(v) directly or indirectly assisting the candidate in any manner unauthorisedly
in the public examination;

(v} tamperning with answer sheeis including Optical Mark Recogaition response
shests;

{(vif) altering the assessment except io corract a bona fide etror without any
authority;

{viif) wittul violation of norms or standards set up by the Central Government
for conduct of a public examination an its own or through its aganey,

(i) tampering with any document necessary for short-listing of candidates ot
finalising the meritor rank of a candidate in a public ¢xamination;

(v} deliberate violation of 3ecurity measures 1o facilitate unfair means in conduct
of a public examination,

{xf) tampering with the computer network or a computer resource or 2 computer
SYStem; '

(i) manipulation in seating arrangentents, allocation of dates and shifis for the
candidates Lo facilitate adopting unfair means in examinations,

{xfif) threatening the life, Liberty or wronghully restraining persons associated
wilh the public examination authority or the service provider or any authorised agency
of the Government; or obstructing the conducl of a public examination:

{xiv) creation of fake website to cheat or for monetary gain, and

{xv) conduct of fake examination, issuance of fake adwit cards or offer letters to
cheat or for monetary gain.

4, Mo person or group of persons or instituiions shall collude or conspire to facilitate
indulgence in any such unfair means.

5. (I} Mo person, who s not eabrusted or engaged with the work pertaining to the
public examination or conduct of public examination or who is not a candidate, shall enter
the premises of the ¢xamination centre, with intent to dismpt the conduct of the public
exanination,

16
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{2) Mo person asthorised, engaged or entrusted with the duties 1o conduct public
cxaminalion shall, before the time fised for opening and distnbunion of question papers—

{2} ppen, leak or possess or aceess or solve or seek assistance (o solve such

question paper o any pottion or a copy thersof in unauthorised manngr for
encnetary or wrongful gain,

{4} give any confidential information or promise 1o give such confidential
information to any person, where such confidential information is relaled to or in
reference 10 such question paper for monetary or wrongful gain.

{3) No person, whe is entrusted or cngaged with any work pertaining o public
examination shall, excepl where he is authorised in furtherance ofhis duties so to do, reveal
or cause 1o be revealed or make known to any other person any information or part thereof
which has come o his knowledge for any undus advantage or wrengful gain.

6. I any person or group of persons or ingtilulion commits any unfair means or
olfence under sections 3, 4 and secoon 3, the service provider shall forthwith report the
offence to the concemed police authorities and also inform the public examination authority:

Provided that il the service provider resorts 10 unfair means and commils the oflence
of is involved in facilitating an offence, the public examination authority shall report the
same to the concemed police authorities.

7. [t shall be an offence lor 1he service provider or any person associated with the
service provider to cause any premises, other than the examination centre, authorised by
the public examination authority, o be aliecnatively used for the purpose ofholding pablic
examination, without the written approval of the public examination authoriry:

Provided that nothing contained in this section shall be an offence where any change
in thz examination centre wilhout prior consent of the public examination authority is due o
any force mfenre.

8. [ [} ARy person, including the person associated with a service provider, shall be
deemed 10 have commited an offence it he individually or in collusion with any other
person or group of persons or insttulions assists any person or group of persons or
instituboas in any manner snauthorisedly in the conduct of public examination.

{23 Bervice provider or any person assoctated with it shall be deemed o have committed
an oflence ifhe fails 1o report incidence of any untzir means or commission of any offence.

(3% Where an offence committed by o senice provider is, prima facie, established
during investigation to have been cormmitted with the consent or eonnivance of any dirceter,
manager, secreary or other officer of such service provider, such person shall also be liable
to be proceeded againsy

Frovided that nothing contained in this sub-section shall render any such peison
liable 1o any punishment under ihe Act, if he proves, thay the olfence was committed
without his knowledpe and thar he exercived all due diligence 1o prevent the commission of
such offence,

CHAPTERIII
PUnISHMEST FOR (FFENCEY

9. All offences under this Act, shall be cognizable, non-bailable and non-
compoundable.

1. { /) Aoy person oF persons resoming o uniair means and offences under this Act,
shall be punished with imprisonment for a Lerm not less than thres years but which may
extend (o (tve years and with fine up to ren lakh rupees. [o case of default of payment of fine,
an additional punishraent of imprisonment shall be imposed, as per the provisions of the
Bharativa Myaya Sanhia, 2023:

17
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Provided that until the Bharaliya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 iz brought into force, the
provisions of the Indian Penzl Code, shall be applicable in place of the said Act.

{2} The service provider shall also be liable to be punished with imposition of a fine
up to one cToTe Tupees and propertionate cost of examination shall also be recovered from
such service providar and he shall also be barred from being assigned with any responsibility
for the conduct of any public examination for a peniod of four years,

£3) Whete it is established during the investigation thal offence under this Act has
been commited with the consent or connivanee of any Diarector, Senior Management or the
persons in-charge of the service provider firm, he shall be liable for imprisonment for a tern
not less than fhree years but which may extend to ten years and with fine of one crore
rupees. Tn case of default of payment of fine, an additional punishment of imprisonment
shall be imposed as per the provisions of the Bharativa Nyaya Sanhita, 2023:

Provided Lhat until the Bharativa Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 is brought into foree, the
provisions of the Indian Penal Code, shall be applicable in place of the said Act.

{¢) Nothing coatained in this scetion shall render any such person liable 1o any
punishmoent under the Act, if he proves, that the offence was committed without his
knowledpe and that he exerciscd atl duc diligence to prevent the commission of such
offence.

11.¢ f) [f a person ot & group of persons including the examination authority or service
provider or any other institution commits an organised crime, he shall be punished with
imprizonment for a lerm not less than five years but which may extend to ten years and with
fine which shall not be less than one crore nupees. [o case of default of payment of fine, an
additional punishment of imprisonment shall be imposed as per the provisions of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023:

Provided that until the Bharativa Nvaya Sanhita, 2023 is brought into force, the
provisions of the Indian Penal Code, shall be applicablc in place of Lhe said Act.

{2)Tf an institution ts involved in commilling an orzanised crite, us property shall be
subjected to attachment and forfeiture and proportienate cost of examination shall alo be
recovered from it,

CHAPTER [V
[SOLIRY AND TRVESTIGATION

12, (1) An officer not elow the rank of Deputy Superintendent of Police or Assistam
Commissiomer of Police shall investigate any offence under this Act.

(2] Norwithstanding anything contained in sub-seation [ £}, the Central QGovernment
shall have the powers to refer the investization W any Central lnvestigating Azency.

CHAFTER V
MISCELLANEDUS

13, The Chairperson, Members, otfivers and other employees of the public examinaticn
authority shafl be deemed, when acling or purporting to act in pursuance of any of the
provisions of this Act, to be public servants within the meaning of the Bharativa Nyaya

Sanhita, 2023

Provided that until the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhiwa, 2023 iz broupht into foree, the
provisions of the Indian Penal Code, shall be applicable in place of the said Act,

14. Mo suit, prosecution or other legal proceedings under this Aer, shall lic against
any public servant, in respect of anything which is done in good faith or mtended to be
done in the discharge of his official funcrions or in exercise of his powers:

18
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Provided that the public servanis in the service of any public examination authorivy
shall b subject to administrative action in terms of service mles of such public examination
authoriey:

Provided Further that nothing shall prevent proceeding against such public servanls
where, printa facie case exists for establishing commission of an offence under this Act.

15. The provisicos of this Act shall be in addition to, and net in derogation of, any
other law for the time being in (orce:

Provided thar the provisions of this Act shall bave effect notwithstanding 2nvthing
inconsistent therewith contained in any other law for the trme being in foree or any Instrument
having effect by virue of any such law in force,

16 (/} The Central Government may, by notification in the Oficial Gazette, make rules
to carry out the provisions of this Act,

{2) In particelar, and wilthoul prejudice to the gencrality of the foregoing power, such
rules may provide for all or any of the following matters, namely—

{a) to lay down procedures, processes and activities for being adopted for
corduct of the public examinalion;

(£) any other matter which is 1o be or may be prescoibed.

17. Every mle made under this Act shall be laid, as soon as may be after it is made,
before each Ilouse of Parliament, while it is in session, for a lotal period of thirty days which
may bc compnsed in one session o in two or more successive sessions, and if, before the
expiry of the session, immediately following the session or the successive sessions aforesaid,
both 1ouses agree in making any modification in the rule, or both Houses agree thal the
rule should not be made, the rule shall, thereafter have effect only in sech modified form or
be of no effect, as the case may be; 50, however, that any such modification or annulment
shall be without prijudice to the validity of anything previously done under that rule.

18. (/) If any difficuliy arises in giving effect to the provisions of this Act, the Central
Govemment may, by order, published in the (fficial Gazente, make such provisions within
three years, not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act, as appear to it to be necessary
for removal of difficulry.

{2} Every order made under this section shall be laid. as spon as may be afier it is
made, before cach House of Parliament.

CHAPFTER V1
AMESDMENT T0 THE CRIMINAL Law {AMENDMESNT) ORDINaNCE, 1944

19 In the Criminal Law (Amendment) Ordinance, 1944, in the Schedule, after serial
number 5 and entnes relating thercls, the following serial number and enleies shall be
inserted, namely:

“6. An offence punishable under the Public Examinations {Prévention of Unfair
Means) Act, 20247,

19
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THE SCHEDAILE
[See section 2 {k)]
ANY EXAMINATION CONDUCTED BY —
1. Union Public Service Commission.
2. Seaff Selection Commigsion.
3, Railway Racnuitment Boards.
4, Institute of Banking Personnel Selection.

5. Ministries or Departments of the Central Government and their auached and
subordinate offices for recruitment of staff.

6_ Matignal Testing A gency.

7. Such other authority as may be notified by the Central Government.

20
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

Government has introduced several reforms to enhance transparency in examinations
for recruitment as well as admission to higher education institutions, These, imter alia,
include introducing self-attestation; shortening examination cycle (from 18-22 months to 6-
10 months); doing away with interviews for reeruitment to Group 'C” and ‘D’ introduction
of computer based tests and issuance of appointment letters through digital means under
“Rofgar Mela",

2. Malpractices in public examimations lead to delays and cancellation of examinations
adversely impacting the prospects of millions of youth. At present, there is no specitic
substantive law to deal with unfair means adopted or offences committed by various entities
involved in the conduct of public examinations by the Central Government and its agencies.
Therefore, it is imperative that elements that exploit vulnerabilities of examination svstem
wre idenrified and effectively dealt with by a comprehensive Central legislation.

3. The abjective of the Bill is w bring greater ransparancy, faimess and creditiiity o
the public examination systems and 2 reassure ihe youth thai their sincere and geavine
etforts will be tairly rewarded and thewr futs 1 safe, The Bill is aimed at effectively and
legaily deterring persons, organised groups or institutions that indulge in various unfair
means and adversely impact the public examination systems for monetary or wrengfiel
gains. Candidate as defined in the Bil! sha!! notbe liable for action within the purview of the
Bill and shall continue to be covered under the cxiant administrative provisions of the
concerned public examination authority.

4. The Bill shall serve as a model deatl for States (o adopt at their discretion. This
would aid States in preventing the crisninal elements from disrupting conduct of their State
level public examinations,

5. The Bili secks o achisve the above objectives.

New Decny; DELATENDRASINGH.

The 20th Januery, 2024.

MEMORANDUM REGARDING DELEGATED LEGISLATION

Clause 2 of the Bill provides {or definitions used in thz Bill Bem (&) of sub-clause (1)
ol clause 2 provides for the definition of the expression “conduct of public examination”
which empowers the Centeal Goverwment to preseripe the procedures, processes and
activities, for being adopted for the corduet of public ¢xamination.

Z. The matters in respect of which rules may be made im accordance with the provisions
of the Bill are matters of procedure and detail and it is not practicable 1o provide for them in
the Bill itseif.

3. The delegation of legislative pow er is; theretore, ot a normal character.

21
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MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE
{Legislative Depariment)
New Delhi, the 315 0wy, 2026 Sravama . 1948 rhaka)

The followinyg Act of Parliament received the assenr of the President on the
35t July, 2028 and is hereby published tor general information:—

THE PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS (PREYENTION OF UNFAIR MEANS)
AMENDMLENT ACT, 2026
No. 10 oF 2025

An Act to amend the Public Examinations {Prevention of Unfair Means)
Act, 2024,

BE it cnacied by Parliament in the Seventy-seventh Year of the Repuoblic of
‘ India as follows:—

1. This Act may be called the Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair
Means) Amendment Act, 20246,

1 af 2024, 2 In the Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024
(hereinafter referred to as the principal Act), in section 10—

{er} in sub-section (1), for the words “threg years but which may extend
to five years and with fine up to ten |akh rupees. In", the words “five years but
which may extend up o ten vears and with fine up to fifty lakh rupees. and in”
shall be substituted: 22

File No. 2024/E(RRB)/25/01 (Computer No. 3452732)
Generated from eOffice by RAJESH KUMAR MEENA, STENO-D/E/RRB(RKM), STENO-D/E/RRB, Establishment Dte on 15/09/2026 11:54 am

Shart til:

Amcaditenn of
saclion |G

164



2579320/2026/CR
THE GAZETTE OF INDIA EXTRAQRIDINARY [Part i— 165

N
7211051(1)/2026/OcROHRISR

{#) in sub-zection { 2}, —

{f) for the words “one crore rupees”, the words “five crore rupees™
shall be substiputed;

{5y for the words “four years™, the words “eight vears” shall be
substituted

(E} in sub-section (3),—

(#) for the words “three years”, the words “five vears” shall be
substitured;

(i} for the words “one crore rupees. In", the words “five crore
rupees, and in” shatl be substituted.

Amendinent of 3, In section 11 of the principal Act, it sub-section (1),—
sechon 11
{fy for the words “five years”, the words “seven years” shall be
subsiiluted;

(ify for the words “one crore rupees, In", the words “ien crore rupees,
and in" shall be substituted.

Amendment of 4. In section 12 of the principal Act, in sub-section ()
secton 12

+

() after the words “Central Investigating Agency”. the words “or a
Special Task Force, as that Government may, by notification, constitute in this
behalf" shall be inserted.

{#) the following proviso shall be inserted, namely:—

“Provided that where the Central Government constitutes a
Special Task Force under this sub-section, such investigation shall be
done only by the Special Task Force 50 constituted.”™.

[nsartion of mew E After section 12 of the principal Act, the following szctions shall be
seelions 124 and inserted, namely: —

13H.

Faist raked *124. ) The investigation of an offence under this Act, shall be
investizatwon and completed—

Special Fast : : i :

Track Coarts, {i2) by an officer empowered to Investigate under sub-section (/)

of section 12, within a period of two months from the date on which
the information was recorded by the officer incharge of the police
station; or

(5) by a Central Investigating Agency, within a period of two
months from the date of a reference made to it by the Central
Government under sub-section (Z) of the said section; or

{c) by a Special Task Force, within a period of two months from
the dale of issvance of notification in this behalf by the Central
Government wnder sub-section {2) of the zaid section.

(2} For the purposes of providing a speedy trial on day-to-day basis,
every State Government and Union territory  Administration shall, in
consultation with the Chief Justice of the concerned High Court, by
notification, designate a Court of Session, ta be 2 Special Fast Track Court to
try offences under this Act.

{3) A Special Fast Track Court designated under sub-section (21 shall,
while trying offences under this Act, also try other offences connected therewo
with whicl the accused may be charged undet the Bharariya Nyaya
Sanhita. 2023 or any other law for the time being in force, at the same trial. 43 of 2013

() In every trial of an offence under this Act, the proceedings shall be
continued on day-to-day basis, until all the wilnesses in attendance have been
examined, unless the Special Fast Track Court, for reasons 10 be recorded in writing,
finds that adjournment of the same beyond the following day is necessary:

23
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Provided that such trial shall be completed within a pericd of three
months from the date of filing of the chargeshet.

(5) The cases or ttials pertaiming to offences under this Act or any other
law for the time being in force as specifted in sub-section (3), which are
pending on the date of commencement of the Public Examinations
{Prevention of Unfair Means) Amendment Act, 2026, shal! stand transferred
to the Special Fast Track Court designated under sub-section (2).

(%) The trial of cases (ransferred under sub-section (3} shall be conducted by
the Special Fasl Track Court designated under sub-section (2) from the stage it
is recetved upon such transfer and shall be completed within a period of three
months from the date of such receipt.

{7) Every State Government and Unien terrilory Administration shall, by
notification, appoint one or more Special Public Prosecutors for every Special
tast Track Court in accordance with sub-section 18} of seclion 18 of the

46 ol 2023, Bharativa Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023, for conduct ol cases under this Act.

{5} Every person appointed as a Special Public Prosecutor under this
section, shall be deemed to be a Public Prosecutor within the meaning of
clause (v) of sub-scction (1) ol seelion 2 of the Bharatiya Wagarik Suraksha

46 of 2013 Sarthita, 2023 and the provisions of that Sanhita shal! appiy accordingly.
12K (/) Notwithstanding anything contained in the Bharativa Nagarik  appeals
36 of 2023 Suraksha Sanhita, 2023, an appeal shall liz from any judgment. sentence or
order, not being an interlocitory order, of a Special Fast Track Court to the
High Court.

(2) Every appeal under sub-section [ {) shall he heard by o bench ol iwo
Judges of the High Court and shall. as far as possible, be disposcd of within a
period of three months from 1he date of admission of the appeal.

(3) Except as afgresaid, no appeal or revision shall lie to any Court
from any judgment, sentence or order including an interlocutory order
al a Special Fast Track Coun.

(#) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-seclion (3) ol section 419 of the
46 of 2023 Bharatiya Naparik Suraksha Sanhitz, 2023, an appeal shall lic 1o the High Court
apdinst an order of the Special Fast Track Court granting or refusing bail.

{3) Fvery appeal under this section shall be preferred within a period of
thirty days fram the dawe of the judgment, sentence or order appealed Irom:

Provided that the High Court may entertain an appeal afier the expiry
of the said period of thirty days if it is satisfied that the appellant had
sufficient cause for not preferring the appeal within the period of thiry days:

Provided further that no appeal shall be entertained afice the expiry of
the period of ninety days.*.

DR.RANY MANI,
. Secrerary fo the Govl, of lmfia
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