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DPOs/SPOs/WPOs/APOs of HQ/Divisions /Workshops/Units.

irS6/Sub:Forwarding of copies of the booklet containing the Public
Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024 and Rules,
2024 for reference and use - reg.

*k*

A copy of Railway Boardis letter No. 2024/E(RRB)/25/01 dated 01.10.2026, along
with a copy of DoPTis letter dated 20.08.2026 and copies of the booklets containing the
Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024 and the Public Examinations
(Prevention of Unfair Means) Rules, 2024, on the above subject, is enclosed for
information, guidance and necessary action.

s t/Encl. 48 pages. Digitally signed by \ |
CHILAKALAPUDI ANJANI KUMAR N
'Date: 2026.10.14 12:50:33 +05'30 Ve
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Tten R uwp/For Principal Chief Personnel Officer

spesEb/Copy to: The General Secretary/SRMU

The General Secretary / DREU

The General Secretary/AISCTREA

The General Secretary/AIOBCREA

The General Secretary/NFIR

IT Section/PB/HQ - to upload in the SR website.
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Government of India/ﬂR?r.HTcﬁrI
Ministry of Railways/Xe #ATT
Railway Board/Xed 1S

No. 2024/E(RRB)/25/01 New Delhi, dated as signed
The Chairperson(s), The General Manager (P)
All Railway Recruitment Boards. All Zonal Railways.

Sub: Forwarding of copies of the booklet containing the
Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024
and Rules, 2024 for reference and use- reg.

Ref.:DoPT’s D.O. letter No. -A51/01/2026-PE(Misc.) dated
20.08.2026.

kkkkk

This office is in receipt of DoPT's letter dated 20.08.2026 alongwith
copies of booklet containing the Public Examinations (Prevention of
Unfair Means) Act, 2024 and the Public Examinations (Prevention of
Unfair Means) Rules, 2024 in connection with the conduct of public
examinations.

2. The above is circulated for information with a view to bring to the
notice of all concerned officers/officials for necessary awareness and

compliance.
_ Digitally signed by
DA: As above Bathala Chandra Mohiyar
Date: 01-10-2026
18:24:38

(Bathala Chandra Mohiyar)
Director/E(RRB)

Railway Board
chandra.mohiyar@gov.in

Room No. 413-B, Rail Bhawan, Raisina Road, New Delhi 110001.
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

FifEE % e sk fe aEE

MINISTRY OF PERSONNEL, PUBLIC GRIEVANCES AND PENSIONS

wifHs vF wiieor R

Department of Personnel & Training

(Mission Recruitment Cell, NRA & Public Examinations)

LT

Work Hall No: 31078, 1* Floor,
Kartavya Bhavan-3, Janpath Road, New Delhi

Dated the Q8™ ATgust; 2026

Tao,

The Public Examination Authorities (PEAs)
[Asz per enclosed list]

Subject: Forwarding of copies of the booklet containing the Public Examinations
(Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024 and Rules, 2024 for reference
and use - reg.

Sir/Madam,

| am directed to forward herewith copies of booklet containing the Public
Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024 and the Public Examinations
(Prevention of Unfair Means) Rules, 2024 for ready reference and guidance of the Public
Examination Authorities (PEAs) in connection with the conduct of public examinations.

e

the notice of all concerned officers/officials of the respective PEA for necessary awareness
and compliance.

2 It is requested that the provisions of the aforesaid Act and Rules may be brought to

Encl.: As above. ) -

(Deepak Meena)

Under Secretary to the Govt. of India
Tel: 011-204010538

E-mail: mreell-dopti@nic.in
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R G

THE PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS (PREVENTION
OF UNFAIR MEANS) ACT, 2024

&

THE PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS (PREVENTION
OF UNFAIR MEANS) RULES, 2024

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
DEPARTMENT OF PERSONNEL & TRAINING (DOPT)
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INDEX
S.No Particulars Page No.
I. | The Public Examinations {Prevention of Unfair Means) 1-12
Act, 2024
2, |The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) 13-16
! Rules, 2024
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The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means)
Act, 2024

CACT MO 1 OF 2024)
[Ax earr the 350 July, 2026]
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AMENDMENT ACT

1. The Public Examinations {Prevention of Unfair Means) Amendment Act. 2026

(10 of 2026),
LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS USED

Cl..cls. : . T : i for Clause, clauses.
Ins. . ; : . ; i Inseried.
Maotiln, . ; : ; . e Motification,
5., 55, : : ; i . ” Section, sections.
Sch. ; ’ ; ; . .. Schedule.
Subs. ; i ; : . W Substituted.
w.el. ; ; , , . . with eifect from,
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THE PURLIC EXAMINATIONS (PREVENTION OF UNFAIR M

HBUTIHONS

- 196
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I.. 2“2"
ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS

CHAPTER |

PEELIMINARY
1, Short tigle and commencement.
o Delimitions

CHAPFTER 1N

LINFAIR MEANS AND OFFENCES

3. Unfar means,
4. Congpiracy lor unfair means.
2 Disruption 1o conduct public examination.
b Other offences.
7. Mo premises other than examination centre shall be used for public eXamination
5, -

Offences in respect of service providers and other persons,
CHAPTER 11

PUNISHMENT FOR OFFENCES

9. Cognizable offences.
1. Punishment for offences under this Act.
11, Organised erimics,

CHAPTER 1V

INQUIRY AND INVESTIGATION
2. Officers empowered 1o investigate;
FIA. Fast tracked investigation and Special Fast Track Couns
12B. Appeals.

CHAPTER v

MIsCELLA NEOUS
13 Members, officens i
15 Mroteetion of setion 1
1 Provishuss of this A

W Fower 1o make 1yles

ken in good faith by any public servant,
o B i adelition 1o otlier Jaws,

Laywyg of rules
A
Fower o relnove ditticulties

CHAPTER v

V50 w4 ¥
L SN Ty e {.Hl.!'-”ﬂ."l.l. Law ll"l.ﬂ“fﬂn.\'ll:.f'ﬂ'] ﬂ“l]mﬂ.”mi. Iq‘H
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ol Crdinanee 38 of 1944,
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employees of public examination authority to be public servants.
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THE PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS (PREVENTION OF UNFAIR MEANS) ACT, 2024

ACT Now | or 2024
[ 120l Fefrnery, 2024, |

An Act 1o prevent unfoir means in the public examinations and to provide for matters
conneeted therewith or incidental thereto,

Bi 1 enacted by Parlinment in the Seventy=lifth Year of the Republic of India as follows:
CHAPTER |
PRELIMINARY

. Short title and commencement.—{/} This Act may be called the Public Examinations
{Prevention of Linfair Means) Act, 2024.

{2) It shall come ino force on such date’ as the Central Government may, by notification in the
Official Gazette, appoint,

L. Definitions,—{/} In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,

{a) “candidaie™ means a person who has been granted permission by the public examination

authority te appear in public examination and includes a person authorised to sct as a scribe on his
behall in the public examination;

(5 "communication device™ shall have the same meaning assigned to it in clause (fa) of
sub-section (1) of section 2 of the Information Technology Act, 2000 (21 of 2000

{¢) “competent authority™ shall mean the Ministry or a Department of the Central Government
adminisiratively concemed with the public examination authority:

(e “compuler network”, “computer resource” and “computer system” shall have the
meanings respectively assigned 1o them in clawses (), (£) and (/) of sub-section (/) of section 2 of
the Information Technology Act, 2000 (21 of 2000},

{¢) “conduct of public examination” shall include all the procedures, processes and petivities,
as may be prescribed, for being adopted for the conduct of public examination;

(/) “institution” means any agency, organisation, body, association of persons, business couly,
company, parinership or single proprictorship firm, by whatever name it may be called, which is
other than the public examination authority and the service provider engaged by such authority.

Explamenion.—For the purposes of this clause, it is clanified that “conipany™ includes a company
as defined in clause (20) of section 2 of the Companies Act, 2013 (18 of 2003); or a linited liability
parinership firm as defined in clse (0) of sub-section (1) of section 2 of the Limited Liohlity
Parnership Act, 2008 (7 of 2009);

() “novification” means a notification published in the Officiol Gozette and the expression
“nutify" shall be construcd accordingly;

() “orpanised crime” means wn unlaw ol activity commited by a peson or a group of
persons indulging in unfair means in collusion and conspiricy o pursue oF promote a shared
interest for wronglul gain in respect of o public examingiion;

(1) *person associated wilh o service provider” means o peeson who perfenns services for or
on behall of sueh service provider imespective of whether such person is an employee or an agent
or a subsidiary of such service provider, os the case muy be;

(/) “preseribed” means prescribed by robes made woder this Aet;

b 20% June, 2024, vigh Notilfn, RO, 5400 3210, dated 21% Jume, 2004, see Garete of India, Extraondinary, Pan 11,
s, M)
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imsitation, any building or pan thereol and the ."hI'IIII'L" slusll mclucle the hilire Periphe er Cenirg,
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{rh Hservice provider” means any agency, organisation, body, associntion T -
% busines,

crtity, company, parinership  of single  proprictorship  finm, theheding s ST
sub-comtractors and provider of support of any compuler resource or any material, by i, 55
name it may be called, which is engaged by the public examination ﬂulﬁndqy fac cmmm:m-

IECL qr

public cxarmination.
121 Words and expressions used herein but not defined and defined under any other o { :

OF the
ws

ume being m foree. shall have the same meanings as assigned 1o them in those 1a
CHAPFTER 11

LINFATR MEANS AND OFFENCES

3. Unfair means. — The unfuir means relating to the conduet of a public examination shajf ;
any et or omssion done or cavsed 10 be done by any person or group of persons or iﬂﬁlilulinmclm
include but nat be restricied 10, any of the following acts [or monetary or wronglul gain— el

(i) leakage of question paper or answer key or part thereol,
(e} parucepating i collusion with others to effect lenkage of question PEper or answer key;

(4i) accessing or taking possession of question paper or an Optical Muark Reconit;
response sheet withowt authority; il

(v} providing solution 1o one or more questions by any unauthorised person during a public

ERRIIHION,
(v) directly or indirectly assisting the candid:

exanmnation;
(vi) tumpering with answer sheets including Optical Mark Recognition response sheeis:

e in any manner unautherisedly in the public

fuarh altering the assessment except W correct a bona fide error without any authority;

(vairy willful viclation of norms or standards set up by the Central Government for conduct of
a public examanation on its own or through its agency;

fix) rampering Wit any document necessary for short-listing ol candidates or finalising the
Hent or rank of o candidate i o pulblic examination:

| leliberate 4 QT i ] = irE : . .
Hdeiiberate vilation of security measures 1o facilitte unfaie means in conduet of public

CXEN T on

rprg with the compiner network OF & COMPUIET FESOUPCE OF 3 CoMpuler system;
F b seatng armngements, allocition of dates and shifts for the candidates w

Frcilatale PR MnRRLE BN i cximinalions:

il

r——
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Cni) Whreatemng the ile, Bberty or woomglilly sesteaiming persomns assouiated with e pubi
exmmnalien authonty or the service provider or any authoised agency of the Covernment, or
wbstrnebung the conduet of a public examination;

(i) creation of fake wehsite to cheat or for monetary gain; and

() conuet of Toke exnmination, issuance of Take admit cards or offer letiers 1o cheat or for
ALY o,

4. Conspiracy for unfair means.  No person or group al persons or institutions shall collude or
conspire 1o facilitate mdalpence in any such unfair means.

S Disruption to canduet public examination.—{ /) No person, who is net entrested or enpaged
with the work pertaining 1o the public examination or conduct of public examination or who is not a
candidate, shall enter the premises of the examination centre, with intent to disrupt the conduct of the
public examination,

{2} No person authorised, engaged or entrusted with the duties 1o conduct public examination
shall, before the 1ime fixed for opening and distribution of question papers

(e} open, leak or possess or access or solve or seek assistance (o solve such question paper or any
pantion or & copy thereof in unauthorised manner for monetary or wronghul gain:

(b} gve any confidentinl information or promise to give such confidential information to any
person, where such confidential information is related 10 or in reference to such question paper for
maonetary or wrongful gain,

{31 Mo person, who is-entrusted or engaged with any work pertaining 1o pubhe examination shall,
except where be is authorised in furtherance of his duties so te do, reveal or cause to be revealed or
make known to any other person any information or part thereof which has come 1o his knowledge for
any undue advantage or wrongiul gain.

6. Other offences.—If any persen or group of persens or institution commits any unfair means or
offence under sections 3, 4 and section 5, the serviee provider shall forthwith report the offence to the
concerned police authorities and also inform the public examination authority:

Provided that if the service provider resorts to unfair means and commits the offence or
involved in facililating an offence, the public examination authonty shall report the same to the
concerned police authorities,

7. Ko premises other than examination centre shall be used for public examination.— It shall
be an offence for the service provider or any person associated with the service provider (0 cause any
. premises, other than the examination centre, authorised by the public examination authority. to be
alternatively used for the purpese of holding public examination, without the written approval of the
public examination authority:

Provided that nothing contained in this section shall be an offence where any change in the
examination centre without prior consent of the public examination authonty is due 10 any force
I CRTE.

B. Offcnees In respect of service providers and other persons.—{(/) Any person, including the
person associated with o service provides, shall be deemed 1o have commited an offence il he
individually or in collusion with any other person or group of persons or instilulions assisis any
person or group of persons or instiltions in any manner unautherisedly in (e conduct of public
examiniion.

2) Service provider or any person associated with it shall be deemed to have commitied an
oflence i he fuils to repont incldenee of any wnfair means or commission of any offence.

(3} Where an offence committed by o service provider is, priva focte, established during
mvestigation 1o have been committed with the consent or conpivimee of any director, manager,

(3 scanned with OKEN Scanner
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prervasfois of thie Bharatiyn Nyaya Sanbita, 2023 (45 of M023); "

Provvaded that wntil the Wharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 23 145 of 2023 jy Brestight i, force,
presvisns of W ndian Pesial Codde (05 of 1E60), shall be applicable in place of (e s Agt, .

(1) The service provider shall alw be liable 1o be punished with imposition of fine upsy v
ctofe rapecs| and proportionate cost ol examination shall also be recovered from g, 1&'!'-'&::.;
rrovider and he shall also be barred from being assigned with any respansibility for (e conlisct o

any pubilic cxmmnation for o perisd of “leighn years|,

(40 Where it established during the investigation that ofTence under this Ag bas been
committed with the coment or conmvance of any Dircctor, Senior Manugernen or e Petsong
t-charge of the service provider firm, he shiall he liable Tor imprisonment for a tenm ot less thay
hive years| o which miay extend 1o ten years und with fine of "[five erore rupees, and in] cuse of
delault of payment of Gine, an additional punishment of imprisonment shall he mposed a5 per fhe
provisiones of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanbita, 2023 (45 of 2023);

Provided that until the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 (45 of 2023} is brought into force, the
provissems of the Idinn Penal Code (45 of 1560), shall be applicable in place of the suid Agy.

Fair

{4} Nothing contamed in this section shall render any such persen liable to any punishment undes
the Act, if e proves, that the offence was committed without his knowledge and thit he excrcised all
dhue diligence t prevent the commission of such offence.

H. Organised crlmes, (/)17 a persin oF i group of persons including the examination authority
ar service provider o any other institwtion commils an organised crime, he shall be punished with
Hprsmment for  term not less than “[seven years] but which miy extend o ten years znd with fine
whicl shall mat b less than Jten crons rupees, amd in] case of default of payment of (e, an

additiema ] prsishment of imptrsomumenit shall be imposed as per the provisions of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sarthita, 2003 (45 of 2023):

Frovvided it unti] the Iharstiyn Nyayn Sanbim, 2001 (45 ol 2023y is brought into force, the provisions
ol thoe ek Penial Cudes (45 of 1etty, shall b applivabl in place of the said Act,

020 18 s oonitution is invedved in chrmumtting an organised crime, j1s property shall be subjected
T aveachimaent and forfeitune gl Prugorticaite cost of examinmtion shall also be recovered from i
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CHAPTER IV
INGUIRY AND INVESTIGATION

12. OMicers empowered to investigate. (/) An officer not below the rank of Deputy
Supenntendent of Police or Assistant Commissioner of Police shall investigate any offence under this
At

(.23 Notwithstanding anything contnined in sub-section (1), the Central Government shall have the

powers 10 refer the mvestigation 1o any Central Investigating Ageney "[or a Special Task Force, as
that Governmen may, by notilication, constitute in this behalf],

IProvided that where the Contrl Government constitutes a Special Task Force under this
sub-section, such investigation shall be done only by the Specinl Task Force so constituled. |

[12A. Fast tracked investigation and Special Fast Track Courts,—{/) The investigation of an
offence under this Act, shall be completed —

{ar) by an ofTicer empowered to investigate under sub-section (1) of scetion 12, within a period
of two months from the date on which the information was recorded by the officer in-charge of
the police station; or

(b) by a Central Investigating Agency, within a peried of two months from the date of a
reference made 10 it by the Central Government uncer sub-section () of the said soction; or

{¢) by o Special Task Force, within a period of two months from the date of issuance of
notification in this behalf by the Central Government under sub-section (2) of the said section.

{2} For the purposes of providing a speedy trial on day-to-day basis, every Stale Government and
Union territory Administration shall, in consuliation with the Chiel Justice of the concemned High
Court, by notification, designaie a Court of Session, to be a Special Fast Track Court lo iry offences
under this Act

{3) A Special Fast Track Court designated under sub-section (2) shall, while trying offences under

this Act, also try other offences connected thereto with which the accused may be charged under the
Bharativa Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 (45 of 2023) or any other law for the ume being in force, at the same
inal.

(4) In every trial of an offence under this Act, the proceedings shall be continued on day-to-day
basis, until all the witnesses in attendance have been examined, unless the Special Fast Track Coun,
for reasons 1o be recorded in writing, finds that adjoumment of the same beyond the following day is
AeCessiry:

Provided that such trial shall be completed within a period of three months from the date of filing
of the chargesheet.

{5) The cases or triels peraining to offences under this Act or any other law for the time being :'_n
furce us specified in sub-section (3), which are pending on the date of commencement of the Public
Examinations (Prevention of Unlair Means) Amendment Act, 2026, shall stand translerred o the
Special Fast Track Coun designated under sub-section {2).

(6} The izl of coses transferred under sub-section (5) shall be conducted by the Special Fast
Track Coun desipnated under sub-section (2) from the stuge it s n.'.wiv:{d upon such trinsfer amd shall
be completed within o period of three months from the date of such receipt.

(7) Every State Government and Union termtory Administration shall, by no 'L_ﬁc:liuu:l. ARt o
or more Special Public Prosecutors for every Special Fast Track Count in aeconlinee with
sub-section (X1 of section 18 of the Bhariya Nugarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 (46 of 2023}, for
conduct of cases under this Acl.

I bns by A 100l 2000, 8 A (weed 3107 2026)
2 Ina by w & abl Dwoed YUART H0206)
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; iy ' : ler this section, shall he dee
5 rsofy appointed as a h;u:cm| Pulslic Proscculor ung ; ’ . semed 1o
be "l1I:'I.E1.11IT:3I‘rr:.rhnm'-lnlr-l;rtrilhln the meaning of clause (v) of wh_'. Sl () n-l'. vectian 2. of the
E’.h.-l.mi-.-a Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 (46 of 2023) and the pravisions of that Sanhita shall Apply

accondimgly. ) I

‘| i thing conta i Bharatiya Magarik Suraksh

B. Apnpeals. (/) Notwithstanding anything cantamed m the raksha

R:mllifn. zﬂlﬁptéﬁ of 2023), an appeal shall lie from any judgment, sentence or order, not being an
imerlocutory order. of a Special Fast Track Court 1o the High Court.

cal under sub-scction (/) shall be heard by a beneh of two Judges of the High Cour

4 - ¥
() Every app possible, be disposed of within a period of three months from the date of admission

and <hall, as far as
of the appeal. .
(3) Except as aforesaid, no appeal or revision shall lie to any Court from any judgment, sentence

ar order including an interlocutory order of a Special Fast Track Court,

(4) Nowithstanding anything contained in sub-section (3) of section 419 of the Bharatiya Nagarik
S Sariita, 2023 (46 of 2023), an appeal shall li to the High Court against an order of the

Special Fast Track Court granting or refusing bail.
(5} Every appeal under this section shall be preferred within a period of thinty days from the date
of the judgment, sentence or order appealed from:

Provided that the High Court may entertain an appeal after the expiry of the said period of thiny
davs if it is satisfied that the appellant had sufficient cause for not preferring the appeal within the

period of thirty days:
Provided further that no appeal shall be entertained afier the expiry of the period of ninety days. ]
CHAPTER V
MISCELLANEOUS

13. Members, officers and employees of public examination authority to be public
servants.—The Chairperson, Members, officers and other employees of the public examination
authority shall be deemed, when acting or purporting to act in pursuance of any of the provisions of
this Act, to be public servants within the meaning of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 (45 of 2023):

Provided that until the Bharativa Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 (45 of 2023) is brought into force, the
provisions of the Indian Penal Code (45 of 1860), shall be applicable in place of the said Aet,

14. Protection of action taken in pood faith by any public servant.—No suil, proseculion or
other legal proceedings under this Act, shall lic against any public servant, in respect of anything
which is done in good faith or intended 1o be done in the discharge of his official functions or in
exercise of his powers:

Provided that the public servams in the service of any public examination authority shall be
subject to administrative action m terms of service rules of such public examination authonty:

 Provided funher that nothing shall prevent proceeding against such public servamis where, prinu
farie case exists for establishing commission of an offence under this Act.

: 15, Provisions of this Act to be in addition to other laws, —The provisions of this Act shall be
in gddition to, and not in derogation of, any other law for the time being in force:

Provided that the provisions of this Act shall have effiect notwithstanding anything inconsistent
therewith contained 1n any olhier luw Tor the lime hc'mg i foree or any instrument h."t\'{l‘lg elfeet h:f'
virtue of any such law in force,

6. Power 1o make rules,—(/) The Central Government may, by notification in the Official
Ciaseite, make rules o carry oul the provisions of this Act.

{2 In |'3I".lI'Iill.'lilf.ii.l"1 and without F‘Tl.-'jl-ldjl.'l.’ 1 the H'l"-“l'-'mlilj’ ol the “]ll’lﬂﬂil’lﬂ pawer, such mlés may
provvicke for all vr any of the r“”"“il'l[,'. nmasilers, ":l-“lﬂlj':'

9
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(e} 1o loy down procedures, processes and activities. Tor being adopied for conduet of the
public examination:

(b) any other matter which is 1o be or miy be prescribed,

17. Laying of rules. - Every rule made under this Act shall be 1aid, g soon as may be after it 15
made, before cach House of Parliament, while it is in session, for a total period of thirty days which
may be compnsed in one session or in two or more successive sessions, and if, before the expiry of
the session, immediately following the session or the successive sessions aforesaid, both Houses agree
in making any modification in the rle, or both Houses agree that the rule should not be made, the rule
shall, thereafler have effect only in sueh modified form or be of no effcet, as the case may be; so,
however, that any such modification or annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity of
anything previously done under that nule,

18. Power to remove difficulties.— (/) IFany difficulty arises in giving effect 1o the provisions of
this Act, the Central Government may, by order, published in the Official Gazette, make such
provisions within three years, not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act, as appear 1o it 1o be
necessary for removal of difficulty.

{2} Every order made under this section shall be laid, as soon as may be after it is made, before
each House of Parliament.

CHAPTER VI
AMENDMENT TO THE CRIMINAL LAW (AMENDMENT) ORDINANCE, 1944

19. Amendment of Ordinance 38 of 1944.—In the Criminal Law (Amendment) Ordinance,
1944, in the Schedule, afler serial number 5 and entries relating thereto, the following serial number
and entrics shall be inserted, namely:

“6. An offence punishable under the Public Examinations {Prevention of Unfair Means)
Act, 2024.",

10
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THE SCHEDULE
[See scetion 2(K)]

ANY EXAMINATION CONDUCTED BY —

LA L Rl lF ==

o B

Union Public Service Commission.
SealT Sclection Commission,

Railway Recruitment Boards,

Institute of Banking Personnel Selection.

204

Ministries or Departments of the Central Government and their anached and subordinate

offices for recruitment of stall.
National Testing Agency.

Such other authority as may be nitified by the Central Government.

11
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

Giovermnment has introduced  several reforms 1o enhance transparency in examinations for
recruitment as well as odmission 10 ligher education  institutions. These, imer afic, include
introducing sell-attestation; shonening examination evele (from 18-22 months o 6-10 months); doing
away with interviews for recruitment 1o Group *C” and *D'; introduction of computer bascd tests and
issuAnCe al
appainiment letiers through digital means under * Rogear Mela™,

2, Malpractices in public examinations lead to delays and cancellation of examinations adversely
impacting the prospects of millions of youth. At present, there is no specific substantive law 10 deal
with unfirir means adopied or offences committed by various entities involved in the conduct of public
examinations by the Central Government and its agencies. Therefore, it is imperative that elements
that exploit vulnerabilities of examination system are identified and effectively dealt with by a
comprehensive Central legisiation.

3. The objective of the Bill is to bring greater tansparency, fairness and credibility to the public
examination systems and 1o reassure the youth that their sincere and genuine efforts will be fairly
rewarded and their future is safe. The Bill is aimed a1 elMectively and legally deteming persons,
organised groups or institutions that indulge in various unfair means and adversely impact the public
examination systems for monetary or wrongful gains. Candidate as defined in the Bill shall not be
lizble for acuon within the purview of the Bill and shall comtinue to be covered under the extanl
administrative provisions of the concemed public examination authority.

4. The Bill shall serve as a model draft for States 10 adopt 4t their discretion. This would aid Stawes
in preventing the criminal elements from disrupting conduct of their State level public examinations.

5. The Bill secks 1o achieve the above objectives.

DE. JITENDRA SINGH.
WNEW DELHI
The 29th Janwary, 2024,

12
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MINISTRY OF PERSONNEL, PURBLIC GRIEVANCES AND PENSIONS

{epartment of Personnel And Tralnlng)
NOTIFICATION
Wew Delhi, the 23rd Junc, 2024
G.5.R. M2(E)L—In cxercise of (he powers conferred by section 16 of the Public Examing

tion -
of Unfair Means) Act, 2024 (1 of 2024}, the Central Government hereby makes the following rules, mﬂurftmm“
CHAPTER-I
PRELIMINARY

1. Short title and commencement. - (1) These rules may be called the Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfai
Mcans) Rules, 2024, .}

(2] They shall come mio foree from the ddate of their publication in the  Official Cieete,
I, Diefinitions.- {1} In these rules, unless the context otherwise reguires:-
fa) *Act’ means the Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024 (1 of 2024};

ib) “eenlre coordinator” means a representative of the public examination muthoerity deputed a1 public
examination cenire for coordination of activities of different service providers and public examination
suthority; and for oversceing the compliance of all norms or standards and guidelines notified for conduct
of public examinations;

fe) “guidelines™ means the guidelines notificd by the Central Government from time to time:

(d) “norms or standards” means. set of mandatory requirements wilth regard to the conduct of pablic
examinations, os nofificd by the Central Government, from time bo lime:

(¢) “Regional Officer™ means an officer-in-charge, not below the rnk of Deputy Secretary to the
Government, designated for the region, by the public examination authority;

( “venue-in-chasge” means a person nominated by the examination conducting service provider to
supervise, coordinate and mannge the activities of different service providers and 1o ensure that the norms
or standards and the guidelines notificd for conduet of public examination are complied with.

12) Words and expressions used herein but not defined and defined under any other law for the time being in force,
shall have the same meaning as assigned to them in those Acts.

CHAPTER I

ENGAGEMENT OF SERVICES OF OTHER GOVERNMENT AGENCIES BY THE PUBLIC
EXAMINATION AUTHORITY

i I-:ngug_rmrnl of services of other government agencies by public cxamination authority.- (1) When a public
exumination awlhority engages the services of another public examination nuthority for conduct of public
cramanation, the loller public exmmination puthority shall not be covered under the definition of ‘service pm'.'idl.‘r':

(23 The schools, educativnl instiions and ather premises owned or controlled by the Central Government or Stite
Ginermment, Public Secior Undertakings, autonomous bodies and other Government Organisations shall not be
covered wnder the definition of “service provider”.

(30 ot peestablished than the stafl (including contractual staff) of the instittions referred 1o in sub rule (2) resons 1@
unfan means of comanats an offence, be shall be diealt with in secordance with the relevant provisions of the AL

CHAPFTER-11I
COMPUTER BASED TEST

# Compuier Baved Test- (1) The computer based test includes activities, such as registration of candidates,

allocation of centres, s of aduit cards, opening and distribution of question papers at public exanination e
chaluation and final recommendativns.

= e upesang and distribution of question papers, in relation 1o computer based test means downloading the
spuestinn paper from the man server W the local server in the public examination centre, as authorizal by the I"!-M":
exannmation aubonty, uploadig aml digitally trunsferring the question papers from the el server 1 andividual
cunpiters wuthorised Tor the candidates i the concerned public examination centres.

1}
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CHAPTER-IY

NORMS, STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES FOR THF,
COMPUTER BASED TEST

& Preparations of norms, standards and guidelines. (1) The National Becriitment Agency, on hehalf of the
Central Givernment, shall in consultation with the stakeholders. prepare norms, dtandards and puidelines for the
cormpodet basesd test mode of examination, which shall be wviilied by the Centeal CGavernment,

{21 The s, sandands and paidetines shall cover physical and digital infrastructure and activities which inelude -
{a) stansdand operating procedure for registration of public exaomination centres:
(b} space requirement within the computer based fest centres:
fc) lnyout of the seating armmgement;
{d)  specifications and Layowl of computer nodes;
{e) specifications for the server and network infrastructure:
() specilications for clectronic platform for conduct of computer based 1est;

(g} pre-cxamination activities, such as pre-audit for the examination readiness of the public cxamination
conlnes:

(h) candidate check in, biometric registration, security and sereening;

(1) sea allocation:

(il  question paper setting and loading;

(k] inwigilation in the examisation;

() post examination activities; checklist and declarntions:

(m)  puadelines for providing scribes; and

{n) anyother activity associnted with conduct of public examination,
CHAPTER-V

CENTRE COURDINATOR FOR PUBLIC EXAMINATION

fr.  The public examination authority may avail services of serving or retired employees of the Central Government,
Stale Government, Public Sector Undenakings, Public Sector Banks, Government Universities, antonomous bodies
and wither Government Orgamsations for assigning duty as Centre Coondinater or any other public examination relajed

dutics.
CHAPTER-VI
REFORTING OF INCIDENTS OF UNFAIR MEANS OR OFFENCES
7 Reporting of incldents of unfair means or offences.- (1) I any incident of unfair means or offence in

connection with the condut of public examinmtion oeeurs, the venue-in-charge shall prepare a nepont along with his
linchings in Form £ The repont in Form | shall be sent 1o the Regional Officer through Centre Courdinator, 1§ o prinns
ibe case i anede out for Giling of First Infonmation Report, U vemie-in-charge shall ke necessary sciion. Regional
Uilicer may review the report reecived amd cause appropriste sction 1o be aken, which may include Bliog of Fist
Infurisiabinn Repord,

] In case, persots, below e level of Manugement or Board of Directors of the service provider, rest to
wilker mneans of commit w offence or are imvelved in Gcilitating an oifence, or Gl W repon the incident 45 per sub-
et (2 of section 8 of e Ac, the Centre Coordinator shall report the matter tw the Regional Otlicer in Fonon
Ha Bepional OWcer shall cnguire and of sitisfizd that representative wf any servipe provader ol exanmunalion ceulet
level i involved, Die shall direet the Centre Courdinator W file the First Infornation Repot. In cuss, the Regional
Hibeer srnves ut 8 conelusion that ne First Intormation Report is required 1w be Biled, be shall recond reasous there for

0 o cuse, the Regional Officer congludes that, prima facle, tere is involvensil of Masagenent or aand of
Drectons uf serviee provides, e slall repirt the details of the incident, enclosing his lindings, along with Funn 2w
e publlic examinstion authurity

i) The cases referred in subi-rule (1) shall be refered W0 s conmilies W be comiruted by U public ¢smiiativ
suthusrity which shull examing the repont of the Regional Ofver and subit 1t lndiogs W the public examiiation
authorily for appropriate decision
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mithrty. an expett membor b be nemnated by the public examination sithenity aml 4 memhey
LILLG L LI

] [
Mty I1m|n‘|r"|l1
Pacpartment (ot el the rank ol Direcioed e hach the public examination sutheriy feporty ir
L

¥
ftovm the My bty
Li 4

i1 1 he conduct of piibilic exarmiea
1 g A unlat mwcans of ofleme I|11.rlll-'llrl.1|ll-1l1-'l-l_l1ll _ ] examinmin
:;: F“:;':?‘::m:;“““ athonty by Regional ofticer along with the details of action 1aken from |

CHAPTER-VTI
FROCEDURE TO BE FOLLOWED IN RESPECT OF PURLIC SERVANT

p Procedure to he fallowed In respect of public servant= (1) The !!uhlir: exmminating authority
report of Repronal officer or stherwase, reganding the actions of a F“h“":_ servant depasied
enarmination shall examine whether anything done i conduet of public examination by il
fanh as sefermad 10 10 section 14 of the Act,

" shall he 1,

I feb fimmge Prvted 1y

nn TeCg| o
For Condegp Fof

i public servan WIS i iy

(21 A committes may be constituted by the public examination authority for the MUTPOsE of sub myle (1), which
be headed by an officer not below the rank of Joint !-:cmlnqr_nr equivalent and shall comiprise. of one !n:miur nﬁ‘!h“
from the public examination authonly and an expert to be nominated by the public examination authority -

(31 The Commitice shall examine all relevant information and submit its finding o the public examination autboriy

for approgaTale acton.
CHAPTER-V11I
MONITORING
@ Every public examimation awthority <hall sel up a mechanism for monitoring the implementation o
provisiom of the Acl,
FORM -1
[See rule 7]

FORMAT FOR REPORTING OF UNFAIR MEANS OR OFFENCE BY VENUE IN CHA RGE

PART 1: PRELIMINARY DETAILS
1. Name of public examination awhority

2. Details of public examination (including date and location of cenire):
3. Name and idemity of complainant
fdtrach vopy of identity preoof)

4. Date and place of securrence of unfir means ar efence:

FART 2: DETAILS OF UNFAIR MEANS OR OFFENCE
I Datmils of unfair means or offence

< Ddvizils of persons invelved:

PART 3 MATERIAL (EVIDENCES) AVAILABLE

b ammpluint, other documents. evidence or any other relevant material available with reference to the unfair

FIET ||L'1-|||'._'

:III:.\,

PART 4: PARTICULARS OF WITNESSES
watrie, wddress, contaet details and identity prowf)
FART 5 FINDINGS

W hathicr filing of First Infoermation Report is required and reasons thereof
Wy uther rocommendation’ remark

I3 | B

Veate anad vieng ol wending the Fepont o the Centre Coordinator
{Eiphﬂlﬂh‘l

Name amd complete details of Venue: In-Chargs

I§
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FOMHAT -2
|See pule 7

FORMAT FOR USE BY CENTRE COORDINATOR FOR REPORTING OF USFATR MEANS OR
OFFENCE IN CASE SERVICE PROVIDER O A PUBLIC SERVANT IS INVOLVED

PART 1: FRELIMINARY DETAILS

1 Name of public exanmnation suthonty

2. Detanks of public examination (including date and location of cenre)
1, Detanls oof serviee proviiker

4 Nare and identity of complainant At cepy of fdentite proaf)

PART 2: BETAILS OF UNFAIR MEANS OR OFFENCE
¥ Name of personis) of service provider involved

b

Rame of e public servani(s) involved
i Dretails of unfair micans or ofTence
FART 3: MATERIAL (EVIDERCES) AVAILABLE
Copy of complaml, decumenis, evidence or any other materinl available with reference (o unfair means or ofTence
PART 4: FPARTICULARS OF WITNESSES
Detals Oxame, address, contact detals and identity prool)
FART 5: RECOMMENDATION FOR REGIONAL OFFICER
{Signature)
MName and full details of Centre Coordinator
{Exate and time ol sending report to Regional Dificer)

[F.No. 39020/1272023-PP{B.1)]
MANOJ KUMAR DWIVEDI, Addl. Secy.

(L1
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WP Wi

THE PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS (PREVENTION
OF UNFAIR MEANS) ACT, 2024

&

THE PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS (PREVENTION
OF UNFAIR MEANS) RULES, 2024

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
DEPARTMENT OF PERSONNEL & TRAINING (DOPT)
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INDEX
S.No Particulars Page No.
1. | The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) 1-12
Act, 2024
2. | The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) 13-16
Rules, 2024
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The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means)
Act, 2024

{ACT NO. | OF 2024)
| Az et the 31t Jufy. 2026]
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AMENDMENT ACT
1. The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Amendment Act, 2026
(10 of 2026).
LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS USED
Cl.. cls. ; ; i : 2 S Clause, clauses.
Ins, ' . ; 4 ; e Inscried.
Motiln, . i ; - Matification.
S, 88, : : . . . " Seclion, sections.
Sch. ; . . . " Schedale.
Subs. : H ‘ : . T Substituted.
w.el. . ; : . - & with effect from,
Z
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4
I

PHE PURLIC EXAMINATIONS (PREVENTION OF LUNFAIR MEANS) ACT, 024
ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS

CHAPTER |
PRELIMINARY

BEOTHNS
1 Shor title and commencement;
2, Definitions.
CHAPTER I
LINFAIR MEASRS AND OFFERCES
X Unfair means.
4. Conspiracy for unfair means.
5. Disruption to conduet public examination.

. Other offences.
Mo premises other than examination centre shall be used for public exanmination,
- Oiffences in respect of service providers and other persons.

CHAPTER 111

PUNISHMENT FOR OFFENCES

== |

9. Cognizable offences.
10. Punishment for offences under this Act.
11, Organised erimes.

CHAPTER IV
[NGUIRY ANB INVESTIGATION
12, Officers empowered o investipate,
I2A. Fast tracked investigation and Special Fast Track Counts.
12B. Appeals.

CHAPTER V
MISCELLANEOUS

13, Members, olficers and employees of public examination authority to be public servants,
14. Protection of action taken in good fith by any public servant,
15, Provisions of this Act 1o be in addition to other laws.
16, Power to make rules,
17, Laying of rules,
I8, Power to remove difficultics,
CHAPTER V1
AMENDMENT TO THE CRIMINAL LAW (AMENDMENT) ORBINANCE, 1944

19, Amendment of Chrelinmnee 18 of 14944,
THE SCHEDULE
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THE PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS (PREVENTION OF UNFAIR MEANS) ACT, 2024

ACTNO, L or 2024
[12eh Febrary, 2024,

A Act 1o prevent unfhie means in the public examinations and o provide for matters
connected therewith or incidental thereto,

B it enpeted by Parlinment in the Seventy-ilih Year of the Republic of India as Fel leaws:
CHAPFTER |
PHELIMINARY

I. Short title and commencement. —(1) This Act may be called the Public Examinations
(Prevention of Unfiir Means) Aet, 2024,

(2) It shall come into force on such date® as the Central Government may. by netification in the
OfMficial Gazette, appoin.

2, Definitions.—{ 1) In this Acl, unless the contest otherwise requires,—

(&) “eandidate” means a person who has been granted permission by the public examination

autherity to appear in public examination and includes a person authorised 1o act as a scribe on his
behall in the public exomination;

(H) “communication deviee” shall have the same meaning assigned to it in clause (he) of
sub-section { /) of section 2 of the Information Technology Act, 2000 (21 of 200d),

{1 “competent authority™ shall mean the Minisiry or a Department of the Central Government
administratively coneerned with the public examination authority;

(ef) “computer network”, “computer resource” and “computer system” shall have the
meanings respectively assigned 1o them in clauses (), (&) and {/) of sub-section (/) of section 2 of
the Information Technology Act, 2000 (21 of 2000%;

{e) “conduct of public examination” shall include all the procedures, processes and activities,
as may he preseribed, for being adopted for the conduct of public examination;

(/) “institution’ means any agency, organisation, body, association of persons, business entity,
company, partnership or single proprietorship firm, by whatever name it may be called, which is
other than the public examination authority and the service provider engaged by such authority.

Explanation—For the purposes of this elause, it is clarified that “company” includes a company
as defined in clause (20) of scction 2 of the Companies Act, 2013 (18 of 2003); or a limited filh!l't‘t'_l.r
parinership finm as defined in clause (n) of sub-section (/) of section 2 of the Limited Liability
Partnership Act, 2008 (7 of 2009);

(g} “netification” means a notification published in the Official Gazette and the expression
“nodify”’ shall be construcd accordingly;

{h) “organised erime” means an unlawful activity commintied by a person or a group of
persons indulging in unfair means in collusion and conspiricy to. pursue or promole a shared
interest for wrongful gain in respect of a public examination;

{f) “person associated with a service provider™ means a person who performs services. lor or
on behall of sech service provider imespective of whether such person is an employee or an agent
or 4 subsidiary of such service provider, as the cise may be;

(/) “prescribed” means presenbed by rules made under this Act;

2 June, MM, vide Noufi N0, 8.0, 24220E), dated 21¥ June, 2024, sev Gasette af India, Extroondinaty, Pan 1L
e, M.
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() “publiv examination” means any examination comducred by the public examing,
v examin

|
|
: ; E v sl olier mutliogity as may be pgife
| | authority, as specified in the Seledule, v condic fed iy w1 ! Pl by

the Uential Crowepminent;

i = pablie examimation mathority™ meins an authority o specified by the Central Governmeny
I x motification, from time to time for conducting the public examinations;

(i) “public cxamination centre” means. such prcmises, which & selected by the service
provider or otherwise selecied by the public examination authority. to be wsed for condipcy of
public examimation and which, amongst others. may ““-f'“““ A 5‘3"'_"”'- COMMITEr centre,
insitution, any building or pan thereol and the same shall include the entire periphery and ban
appurienant thereto which may be used for secunty andd other related reasons for conduct of he
public examinations; and

() “service provider” means any agency, organisation, body, ﬂ““‘f'ﬂf“"’lnr persans, business
entity, company, parinership o single proprictorship - firm, including its - associaes,
sub-contractors and provider of support of any compuler Fesource. or any m:nt_m;ql_ by whatever
name it may be ealled, which is engaged by the public examination authority for conduct of

pabilic exanimation.

12} Words and expressions used herin but not. defined and defined under any other law for the
time being in force, shall have the same meanings as assigned to them in those laws.

CHAPTER I
LsEALR MEANS AND OFFERCES

3. Unfair means.—The unfair means relating to the conduct of a public examination shall include
any aet or omission done or caused to be done by any persan of group of persons or institutions, and
include but not be restricied 1o, any of the following acts for menctary or wrongful gain—

(1) leakage of question paper or answer key or part ihereol
{4} panticipating in collusion with others to cffect leakage of question paper or answer key;

{iii) aceessing or laking possession of question paper or an Optical Mark Recognition
response sheet without msthority;

{iv) providing solution o one or more questions by any unauthorised person during a public
CRATIEI;

(v} directly or indirectly assisting the candidute in any manner unauthorisedly in the public
examination;

tvi) tnmpenng with answer sheels including Optical Mark Recognition response sheels;
(wdr} altering the issessment except Lo conréet a bona fide error without any authority;

(wiid) willful vielation of norms or standurds set up by the Central Government for conduct of
a public ¢xamination on its own or through its agency;

(ix) wampering with any document necessary Tor shon-listing of candidates or finalising the
merit or mnk of a candidate ina public examnation;

() cheliberate vaolation of !i'L"L'III‘i!}' meEsures o felitate unbiie means i conduet of o |'|l-lbIH-'
SR

{7} tampering with the computer network Or o computer resource or a T gy T

{tf) mipaskation in seating armngements, allocation of dates and shifts for the condidates 10
Pneilitate adopting unliar means in exuminations:
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Ltk theeatening the lite, Wheny or wronglully restraining persons associated with the public

exammation authority of the service provider or any authorised agency of the Government; of
ebstrueting the conduet of 5 pubilic examination;

(v creation of fake website 1o ¢heil of for maonetary gain; and

V) eonduet of fake examination, issuance of fike admit cords o offer letters to cheat or for
mareiary guin.

4+_l'm|1.||lr1alr:-: for unfair menns.— N person or group of persons or institutions shall collude or
conspire Io facilitate indalgence in any such unfair means.

. 5. Disruption to Frmd et public examination.—{ f) Mo person, who is not entrusted or engaged
with the work pertaining to the public examination or conduct of public examination or who is not

'L‘1'|:1'Iﬂlii.!=.1l'.‘. s]_mli enter the premises of the examination centre, with intent to disrupt the conduct of the
public exammnntion,

2) No person authorised, engaged or entrusted with the dutics to conduet public examination
shall, before the time fixed for opening and distribution of question papers—

(a1} open, leak or possess or access or solve or seek assistance 10 solve such question paper or any
pertion or & copy thereof in unauthorised manner for monetary or wrongful ain,

(#) give any confidential information or promise to give such confidential information to any
person, where such confidential information is related 1o or in reference to such question: paper for
monetary of wrongful gain,

{3} No person, who is entrusted or engaged with any work pertaining to public examination shall,
exeepl where he 15 authorised in furtherance of his dutics so to do, reveal or cause to be revealed or

make known 1o any other person any information or part thereof which has come to his knowledge for
any undue advantage or wronglul gain,

6. Other offences.—ITany persen or group of persons or institution commits any unfair means or
offence under sections 3, 4 and section 5, the service provider shall forthwith report the offence to the
concerned police authorities and also inform the public examination authority:

Provided that if the service provider resorts to unfair means and commits the offence or 13
invalved in facilitating an offence, the public examination authority shall report the same to the
concernéd police authoritics.

7. No premises other than examination centre shall be used for public examination,—It shall
be an offence for the service provider or any person associsted with the sérvice provider to cause any
premises, other than the examination centre, authonsed by the public examination authority, 1o be
aliernatively used for the purpose of holding public examination, without the written approval of the
public cxamination authority:

Provided that nothing. containcd in this section shall be an offence where any change i the
examination centre without prior consent of the public examination authonty is due to any foree
BRI,

%, Offences in respeet of service providers and other persons,—{ /) Any person, including the
person associated with a service provider, shall be deemed to have commitied an offence if he
individually or in collusion with any eiher person or group of persons o institutions assists any
person o group of persons or institutions in any manner unauthosisedly in the conduet of public
examination,

{2} Service provider or any person associated with it shall be deemed 1o have commitied an
affence il he fails 1o repon incidence of any unfair means or commission of any offence.

{3} Where an offence committed by a service provider is, prime focie, estiblished during
investigation to have been commitied with the eonsent or connivanee of any dircetor, manager,
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widher, such persan shall aler be fiable 10 be procecde
weerelary of ofher oflicer of sueh service ju .

Al
Frowided that nedbing contained m
pusshisent umder the Aet, il he proves. |
than hie exercised all de difigence to peevent b
CHAPTER T
PrNISHMENT | € QFFERCES
| offences under this Act, shall be cognizable, non-bailable ang

1 rendder any such person Tuble 1 gy,

pescetion sl
this sl commitied without his knosledire 00

hat (he offence wirs
e crmmmission of such offence.

49, Cognizable affences. Al

nap-compovmdahle. : i _
10 Punishment for offences onder this At :_.IJ. Iﬁmylpmrm “T' persins re«:‘-lﬂlqghrn ::n!':m
sncianis and offsnces under this Act. shall be punished with imprisonment for a term not less than Tfive
i finc up to fifty lakh rupees, and in] case of

' I ¢ o ten years and with :
5:E::ﬂ:’l:ntr:n:;:::c:rir?ﬂif;ddiﬁm; punishment of imprisonment shall be imposed, as per the
provisions of the Bharativa Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 {45 of 2023):

Pravided that umtil the Bharatiya Nynya Sanhita, 101.‘!_{45 “t.' 2023} is hmugh_t inte force, the
provisions of the Indian Penal Code (45 of 1860), shall be applicable in place of the said Act,

{2} The service provider shall alse be linble o be punished with imp-ﬂﬁilll'ﬂﬂ of a fine upto J[ﬁlw:
crare rupees] and proportionate cost of examination shall also be recovered from such service
provider and he shall also be barred from being assigned with any responsibility for the conduct of
any public examination for a period of *[eight years].

(3) Where it is established during the investigation that offence under this Act has been
committed with the consent or comnivance of any Dircelor, Sm:nﬂr Management ar the persons
in-charge of the service provider firm, he shall be fiable for imprsonment for a term not Jess than
Yfive vears] but which may extend to ten years and with ﬁﬂf-‘_ﬂfj[n"‘f crore rupees, and in] case of
default of payment of fine, an additional punishment of imprisonment shall be imposed as per the
provisions of the Blarativa Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 (435 of 2023);

Provided that uniil the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 (45 of ?023] 15 ﬁrnughl_ inte force. the
provisions of the Indian Penal Code (45 of 1860), shall be applicable in place of the said Act.

{#) Nothing contained in this section shall render any such person liable to any pum:ishmm!: under
the Act, if he proves, that the offence was committed without his knowledge and that he exercised all
due diligence to prevent the commission of such offence.

11, Organised crimes.—{ /) I7a person or a growp of persons including the examination authosty
or service provider or any other institution commits an organised crime, he shall be punished with
imprisonment for @ term not less than *fseven years] but which may ¢xtend to ten years and with fine
which shall not be less than "ften crore rupees, and in] case of default of payment of fine, an
acdstional punishment of imprisonment shall be imposed as per the provisions of the Bharativa Nyaya
Sanlita, 2023 {45 of 2023):

Proviched that until the Bhartiyva Nyiya Sanlita, 2023 (45 of 2023) 15 brought into foree, the provisions
of the Indian Penal Code (45 of 1860), shall be applicable in place of the said Act.

{2) W an institition 15 svolved in committing an organised erime, its property shall be subjected
to attachment and forfeiture and proportionate cost of exomination shall also be recovered from it

|, Sulr. by Aot 1ol 20260, 5. 2 fie “thiee years but whach may exeeml i Tive years and wish Tine o hes Nen Dok e ™
o 0 30072024,

2, Sube by s, I, i, For one crme napecs” fwoe 8 LT3,

1, Sl by w, 2, 0bid, Bor lour yours™ fwie U 3007 H026)

& Rub, B o 30 il o Milee sean” fwoedl L0700

& Bubw, By o 2, gl Tor “one groge rupees. In™ [woe 307, 0265

f, mube by s B abdel, for “five vear” (g [ 307 M0 26)

T b by s & alfell, Jon ong crooe rupees: B fwed. 5107, 0064
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CHAPTER IV

INEUIRY AN EE SN i e

VL OMeers empowered (o

Supetaemdent of Palice o
Aat

"“_i'“ll'.'ﬂlt' (1 An officer not below the rank of heputy
Assistani ( ommissioner of Palice shall investigate any offence under this

() Notwathstanding simviling
powers tooreler the vestiption
that Growernmicnt may, by milif

combmned in sub-section { 1), the ¢'entral Crovernment shall have the
1wy Central Investipating Agency Jor a Special Task Force, as
wation, constitute in this belalf),

IProvided that where the Central Liowermment ¢

: : onstiies a0 Specinl Task Force wnder ths
sb-sechion, such investigation shall be

done only by the Special Task Force so constituted. |

02N Fast teacked investigation and Special F

mal Track Cowrts.——( 1) The investigation of
iTonee il this Ast -"-1l||“bl..'ﬂﬂl'|'||'b]=||:|_1 _ ourts.——{ 1) The investigation of an

tar) by an oficer empowered to investigate under sub-scetion (1) of scetion 12, within a period

of i Iu:u.mtha- from the date on which the information was recorded by the officer in-charge of
the police siation: or

(7 by a Central Investigating Agency, within a period of two monihs from the date of a
reference made 1o it by the Central Government under sub-seetion (2) of the saitl section: or

{e) by a Special Task Force, within a period of two months from the date of issuance of
notification m this behall by the Central Government under sub-section (2 of the <aid section.

(2] For the purpases of providing a speedy trial on day-to-day basis, every State Government and
Union territory Administration shall, in consultation with the Chicfl Justice of the. concerned High

Court, by notilication, designate a Court of Session, to be a Special Fast Track Court to try offences
under this Act.

. 3} A Special Fast Track Court designated under sub-section {2) shall, while trying offences under
this Act, also iry other offences connected thereto with which the accused may be charged under the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 (45 of 2023} or any other law for the time being in force, at the same
trinl.

() In every trial of an offence under this Act, the proceedings shall be continued on day-to-day
basis, until all the witnesses in altendance have been examined, unless the Specinl Fast Track Coun,
for reasons o be recorded in writing, finds that adjournment of the same bevond the following day is
necessry:!

Provided that such trinl shall be completed within a period of three months from the date of filing
of the chargesheet.

{5) The cases or trials pertaiming 10 offences under this Act or any other law for the time being in
force as specified in sub-scction (3), which are pending on the date of commencement of the Public

Examinutions (Prevention of Unfoir Means) Amendment Act, 2026, shall stud transferved 1o the
Special Fast Track Count designited under sub-section (2). '

{(#) The tnal of cases wansferred under sub-section (5) shall be comducted by the Special Fast
Track Coun dessgneted under sub-section (2} from the stage it is received upon sueh transfer and shall
e completed within a period of theee months from the date of such receipt,

{ 7) Every State Government and Llmion tervitory Admumistmtion shall, by notification, appomt one
of more Special Public Prosceutors for every Special Fast Track Coun i accordance. with
sub-section (%) of section 18 of the Blaratiya Nugartk Suriksha Sanluta, 2023 (46 of 2023}, for
conduct of cases under this Acl,

1 I By At Mol 2026, s fw.ed. 1A 2026
¥ A ||_:I & & i w3 [ F TR
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e Prosecitor wder this seetion, shall be decmed by

clise (v} of subssectan (1) o section 2 of the
d the provisions of that Sanhita shall apply

(% By person appoimied n; n Spectal !"u.l;l
Wiblic 'ros within the meaning
II;TH::L!li;.%:l!l'::u;l:;ll:m?:::kslm Sanhitn, 2023 (46 of 2023) an
aveordingly.
120, Appeals () Notwithstand
Sanhita, 2023 (46 of 2023), an appeal :
interlocutory order, of a Special Fast Track Court (o the High Caoirt,

a1 under sub-section (1) shall be heard by o bench of two Judges of the High Cour

1.2} Every appu: ; Ry
and shall, as far ns possible, be disposed of within a period of three months from the datc oF admission

of the appenl.
(3} Except as aforesaid, no oppeal or revision shall lic 1o any Courl from any judgment, sentence
ar order ineluding an interlocutory order of a Special Fast Track Courl,

{4} Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1) of section 419 of the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 (46 of 2023), an appeal shall lic to the High Court against an order of the
Special Fast Track Court granting or refusing bail.

(5) Every appeal under this section shall be preferred within @ period of thirty days from the date
of the judgment, senience or order appealed from:

Provided that the High Court may cntertain an appeal after the expiry of the said period of thiny
days if it is satisfied that the appellant had sufficient cause for net preferring the appeal within the

ing anyihing contained i the [harateya Nagank Suraksha
<hall lie from any jutdgment, sentence oF order, not being an

period of thirty days:
Provided further that no appeal shall be entertained after the expiry of the period of ninety days. |
CHAPTER V
MISCELLANEOUS

13, Members, officers and employees of public examination awthority to be public
servants,—The Chairperson, Members, officers and other employees of the public examination
authority shall be deemed, when acting or purporting to acl in pursuance of any of the provisions of
this Act, to be public servants within the meaning of the Bharativa Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 (45 of 2023):

Provided that until the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 (45 of 2023) is brought into force, the
provisions of the Indian Penal Code (45 of 1860, shall be applicable in place of the said Act.

14, Frotection of action taken in good faith by any public servant.—No suil, prosecution or
other legal procecdings under this Act, shall e against any public servant, in respect of anything
which is done in good faith or intended to be done in the discharge of his official functions or in
exercise of his powers:

Provided that the public servants in the service of any public examination suthority shall be
subjeel loadministrative action in terms of serviee rules of such public examination auwthority:

Provided further that nothing shall prevent proceeding against such public servants where, pime
Sucte case exisis for estublishing commission of an offence under this Act,

I5. Provisions of this Act to be in addition to other laws.—The provisions of this Act shall be
in addition 1o, and not in derogation of, iy ofler law for the tme being in foree:

Provided that the provisions of this Act shall have effect notwithsianding anything inconsistent
therewith contained in any other faw for the time being in force or any instroment having effcet by
virue of any such lvw in force.

16. Power o make rules,—(/} The Central Government may, by notification in the Official
Crrectie, muke rules to corry out the provisions of this Act,

(2} In particular, and withowl prejudice o the genernlity of the foregoing power, such rules may
provide for all or mny of the following matters, mmely: —
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(@) 1o lay down procedures, processes B ‘ il 1
i it iions Processes and activities for being adopied for conduct of the

(h) oy other matier which fs o be o may he preseribed,

17. Laving of rules,— Ewry‘rulﬂ made under this Act shall be lnid, as soon s may be after it is
made, M.mm cach House of F-!J.rllnmr.:nl., while it is in scssion, for & 101al period of thirty days which
may be ILEFHIIWEEE].‘IH ik b SES-kiIﬂ.II'I OF I0 IwWo or more ssecessive sessions, and if, before the g;[p.;ir}l ol
1]—.;,- session, |mm¢d1_am!;.-_fnll_mvmg the session or the successive sessions aforesaid, both Houses agroe
in making any modification in the rule, or both Houses agree that the rule should not be made, the rule
shall, therealier have elfeet I:I‘l'll.}' i sueh madificed form or be of no effeel, as the case may b g6,

however, that any such modifieation or ann ol p A o
anything previously done under that rule, Rt Y e wilion: rERde 15 o veliy of

_ IH.lan‘.'r to remove difficultics.—( /) 1F any difficully arises in giving cfTeet to the provisions of
this Act, the Central Govemment may, by order, published in the Official Gazette, make such

provisions within three years, nol inconsistent with the provisions of this Act, as appear 1o it to be
necessary for removal of difficulty,

EE} E"r'ﬂf}" 'U"I:IEF macle under this eclion shall be |..‘|i|iI 5 S0 25 may be afier it is r'|'|ad£:r hefore
each House of Parliament,

CHAPTER VI
AMENDMENT TO THE CRIMINAL LAW (AMENDMENT) ORDINANCE, 1944

19. Amesdment of Ordinance 38 of 1944 —In the Criminal Law {(Amendment) Ordinance,
1944, in the Schedule, after serial number 5 and entries relating thereto, the following serial number
and ¢ntries shall be insened, namely:—

zﬁu 2‘:“ offence punishable under the Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfaie Means)
Act, Ay

10
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THE SCHEDULLE
| Sew section 2(K)]
ANY EXAMINATION CONDUCTED BY

Union Public Service Commession,
Siall Selection Commassion,
Railway Reeraitment Boards,
ditute of Banking Personnel Seleetion. :
il"::r:islricﬂ or D-.:pukr-‘lmums of ihe Central Government and their attached andl subosdinate
offices for recruitment of stall,
G, National Testing Agency.
7 Such other outhority as may be notified by the C el Governiment.

".-‘IJ—I!.-J!-J‘——
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

Ciwernment  has intrndueed severl relormis B enlinnee transparency in examinstons  for
recruitinent s well as admission o higher cducation institutions. These, infer alf. inchide
introdlucing sell-aitestation; shortening examination eyele (fram 1822 months to fi-10 months); doing
way with interviews e recruitment to Cironep *C* and *12'; introduction of computer based tests and
issamnce of
appointment letters through digital means under i sfwrar Mt

2. Malpractices in public examinations lead 1o delays and concellation of examinations adversely
impacting the prospects of millions of youth. At present, there is no specific substantive law 1o deal
with unfinie means sdopled or offences committed by various entities involved in the conduet of public
examinations by the Central Government and its ageneies, Therefore, it is imperative that elements

that exploil vulnerabilitics of examination system are identificd and effectively dealt with by a
comprehiensive Contral legishition.

3, The ohjective of the Bill is 1o bring greater transparency, fairmess and credibility to the public
exammnation systemis and 1o reassure the youth that their sincere and genuine efforts will be fairly
rewarded and their '|'lll'lI‘I'L' 18 safe. The Bill is aimed a1 effectively and legally deterring persons,
nrgun:im.il groups or institutions e indulge in various unfiir means and adversely impact the public
examination systems for monetary or wrongful gains, Candidate s defined in the Bill shall not be

1j:1hl_u _I‘m' ;L_ctim: w!ll_ﬁn the purview of the Bill and shall continue to be covered under the extant
admmstrative provisions of the concemed public cxamination authority.

. The Bill shall serve as a model drafl for States to adopt at their discretion. This would aid States
in preventing the eriminal elements from disrupling conduct of their State level public examinations.

5. The Bill secks 1o achieve the above objectives.

DR. ITENDRA SINGH,
MeEw DELHE

The 29th Jannary, 2024,
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MINISTRY OF FERSONNEL, PUBLIC GRIEVANCES AND PENSIONS
{Depariment of Personnel And Tralning)
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 23nd June, 2024

G5 32(E)—In exercise of the powers conferred by seetion 16 of the Public Examinations. (Prevention
of Unfair Means) Act, 2024 {1 of 20241, (e Central Government Tiereby makes the following rules, namely: -

CHAPTER-]
FRELININARY

I, Shori titke and commencement. - (1) These rules niay be ealied the Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair
Means) Bules, 2024,

(2) They shall coms imo force from the date-of their publication in the  Official Gazeite.
2. Definitiones= {1} In these mules, unless (e context etherwise requines:-

{a)  *Aet’ means the Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Meansh Act, 2024 {1 of 2024);

{b) “centre coordinalar™ means a representative of the public examination suthority deputed at public
cxamination ecntre for coordination of activities of different service providers and pubhc examination
authority: and for oversceing the compliance of all norms or standards and guidelines nodified for conduct

of puldic exominations;
le} “puidelines™ means the guidelines notified by the Central Government from time to time;

(4} “norrs or stndards” means sel of mandatory requinements with regard 1o the conduct of public
examinations, as notified by the Central Government, from time to time;

(€} “Regional Offices” means an officer-in-charge, not below the mnk of Deputy Scorctary 1o the
Govemment, designated for the region, by the public examination authority;

(f “venue-in-charge” means a perion nominaied by the examination comducting service provider to
wipervise, coordinate and manage the activities of different serviee providers and 1o ensure that the norms
or stanidards and the puidelines notified for conduct of public examination are complied with.

{2) Words and expressions used herein but not defined and defined under any other law for the time being in force,
shall have the same meaning as assigned 1o them in those Acts.

CHAPTER 11

ENGAGEMENT OF SERVICES OF OTHER GOVERNMENT AGENCIES BY THE PUBLIC
EXAMINATION AUTHORITY

228
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CHAPFTER-IV
NORMS, STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES FOR THE
COMPUTER BASED TEST

51_ Preparations of norms, standards and guidelines.- 1) The National Recruitment Agency, on behalf of the
Central Govermment, shall in consullation with the stokeholders. prepare norms, standards and guidelines for the
computer based Lest mode of examination, which shall be potified by the Centeal Crovernment.

(2) T norns, standarss and guidelines shall cover physical and digital infrastruciure and activities which include -
{a) stndard operming procedure for regisirtion of public exnmination centres:
(b} space requirement within the comiputer based test cenires;
{e)  layout of the seating arrangement
(d}  specifications and layoul of computer nodes:
(&) specifications for the server and netwerk infrastructure:
{f)  specifications for clectronie platform for conduct of computer based test;

(9) pre-examination activitics, such as pre-audit for the examination readiness of the public examination
cenlres;

(h)  candidste cheek in, bicmelric registration, security and sereening;

(i}  scat allocation;

{i}  gquestion paper seiting and loading;

{k} invigilation in the examinuion;

{I}  postexamination activitics; checklist and declartions:

{m) guidclines for providing scribes; and

(n} amy other aetivity associnted with conduct of public éxamination,
CHAFTER-Y

CENTRE COORDINATOR FOR PUBLIC EXAMINATION

6, The public examination authority may avail services of serving or retired employees of the Central Government,
State Government, Public Sector Undenakings, Public Sector Banks, Government Universities, autonomous bodies

and other Government Organisations for assigning duty as Centre Coardinator ar any other public examination related
duties,

CHAPTER-VI
REFORTING OF INCIDENTS OF UNFAIR MEANS OR OFFENCES

T Keporting of ineldents of unfaic menns ar offences.- (1) 10 any incident of unfair nweans or offence in
connection with the conduct of public examination ocewrs, the venuc-in-charge shall prepare a repor along wath his
findings m Foret 1. The report in Form 1 shall be sent to the Regional Officer through Centre Coordinator. 18 a prime
Jacle case 15 made out for filing of First Information Report, the venue-in-charge shall take necessary action. Regional
Officer may review the report received ond cause appropriate oction to be taken, which may include filing of First
Information Report,

(2 In case, persens, below the level of Management or Board of Directors of the service provider, resort o
unfair means or commit an offence or wre invalved in fcitilating an offence, o (il fo report the incident as per sub-
section (2) of section 8 of the Act, the Centre Coordinmar shall report the matter to the Regional Officer in Fovn 2,
The Regional OfMicer shall enguire and il satisfied that representative of any service provider o1 examination center
level is involved, he shall direct the Centre Coardinator tw file the First Information Repon. [n case, the Regional
Oficer arrives ol o conclusion that no First Information Report is reguired to be filed, he shall recond rexsons there lor,

i3 In case, the Regional Officer concludes that, prima fuele, there is mvelvenwent of Management or Baard of
Prirectors of service provider, he shall repor the details of the incident, enclosing his findings, along with Fovme 2 1
the public examination sullsority.

i4) The cases referred in sib-rule (3) shall be referred o a compiitie 1o be conatituted by the public examination
authority which shall examing the repon of the Regional Oficer and submit fts lndings o the public examination
authority for appropriate degision.
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(1] The comminee relerred 1oom saberale (43, shall comprise of @ serpst officinl from the pablic examination
authorsty. an expert member i be nominated by the pablic esamiation abiory amd & member from the Ministry or
Drepanawent (et below e rank of [irecton tooshich the public expmmation ity peprrs

(60 AT ncisbents of uifaie seans v ofience in comection with the comlict of public examinatinn shall be repeta fo
the paiblic exaimamation anihosity by Repional aicer along with the details of action ttken from Time o Hime

CHAFTER-VIT
PROCEPURE TO RE FOLLOWERD IN RESPECT OF FURLIC SE HVANT
L] Procedure to be Tallaved In respect of publie servant.s (1) The public examination authority, on fecept of
report of Regional officer o othcewase, neganling the actions of a public servant depuieid for conduct of pubhe

exammination shall exaniine whether anyihing done in comduet of public examination hy the public servant was in good
Fakth ax referred to i soction 14 ofihe Act.

121 A committee mny be comstituted by the public examination mithority for the purpese of sish mike (1), which shall
e headed by an officer vot bebow the rank of Joint Secrelary or equivalent and shall comprise of anc seator officer
from the public exnniination sutbirity and an expert b be nominated by the pablic examination authorty

13) The Commiitee shall examing all relevant information and submit its finding 10 the public examination authority
{1 ppproprste action,

CHAPTER-YI1
MONITORING
9 Every public examinaiion authority shall set up o mechanisin for monitering the implementation of
provisims of the Act,
FORM =1
[See rule 7|

FORMAT FOR REFORTING OF UNFAIR MEANS OR OFFENCE BY VENUE IN CHARGE
FART I: PRELIMINARY DETAILS
I, Mamse of public examination autharily
2. Detuils of public examimation {inchuding date amd logation of centre):
3. Kame and identity of complamant
fehtrencl curye aof Tederatitye presetf}
4, Date and place of oecurrence of unfiir means or offence:
PART 2: DETAILS OF UNFAIR MEANS OR OFFENCE
I, Details of unfiie means or offence
2. Dretails of persany involved:

PART 3: MATERIAL (EVIDENCES) AVAILABLE
Copy ol complaim, viher documents, evidence or any oller relevant material available with reference o the unfair
picans o offenee
PART 4: PARTICULARS OF WITNESSES

Detarls (Name, sddress, contavt details sl identity proafy
PART 51 FINIDINGS

I Whether Tifing of Firsy Information Repoart is reguiced and reasons tsereol
2 Amy ather recammenlation’ renrk
1. Bate ond teme ol seending U seport t e Centre Connlinnior

[Sigmature)
Maime wisl complele detils of Veneln-Charge

I
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FORMAT FOR USE BY CENTRE COORDINATOR FOR REPORTING OF UNFAIR MEANS OR
OFFENCE IN CASE SERVICE PROVIDER OR A PUBLIC SERVANT IS INVOLVED

PART I: PRELIMINARY DETAILS
1. Name of public examination authority
2. Details of public examination (ineluding date and location of eentre)
1, Details of service provider
. Name and identity of complainant fdsweh cop of ldentine prosf)
PART 2: DETAILS OF UNFAIR MEANS OR OFFENCE
I Name of person{sh of service provider invelved

raame ol the public servantis) invalved

Wb

Dietails of unfair meons or ofTence

FART 3: MATERIAL (EVIDENCES) AVAILAELE
Copy of complaint, documents, evidence or any-other matedial aviilable with reference o unfaic menns of affence
PART 4: PARTICULARS OF WITNESSES
Dectasls (Nanwe. address. contaet details and identity proaf)
PART 5: RECOMMENDATION FOR REGIONAL OFFICER

{Signanere)
Mame and full details of Cemre Coordinalor
{Date and time of sending report 10 Regional Offieer)

[F.No. 3902001 2/2023-PR(E.1)]
MANDJ KUMAR DWIVED], Addl. Secy.
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